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First Tracks 


Untrodden snow on a rural road reminds 
us of the. New Year as we look down the 
lane of the future from the corridor of the 
yesterdays. The New Year, like the fresh 
fallen snow, is unmarred and unsoiled by 
the foot of man, his vehicles and his. ani- 
mals. Ahead it lies—untrod and unknown. 

Beautiful as is the untrodden snow, we 
know that it will not: remain so for long. 
As soon as we step out upon it we make our 
mark, whether on country lane or city street. 
Then come more and more marks as more 
and more people set out on the way to work, 
worship, play or school. The glistening 
beauty of the driven snow does not last. 

If we are the first to make tracks in the 
snow, those who follow after us will seek 
to follow in our footsteps or to drive in our 
tracks. The going is easier for them if they 
do. So they instinctively seek to follow in 
the way which we have trod. 

Therein lies a parable for us. Soon each 
of us will set out upon the as yet untrodden 
way of the New Year, as upon the fresh 
fallen snow. And there will be those who 


will follow in our footprints. Does this not 
impose -a serious responsibility upon us? 
To make our steps steady, our pathway 
straight, and on the right side of the road 
will make going easier for comers and goers. 

But how can we be sure of all this when 
the course is uncharted for us? We may not 
even be able to foresee the bends in the 
road nor the barriers which may beset our 
path. But as Christians we may be sure of 
one thing—the Companionship which may 
be ours along this unknown way. Christ is 
our Fellow Traveler. He will be there, not 
only when the road is straight and plain, 
but -also when the road winds and we can 
not.see around the next bend. The unex- 
pected barrier, too, with His help may be 
either removed or surmounted. 

And though the road become ever so 
crowded, if we always make room for Him 
at our side, we shall never be crowded off 
the highway of life and into the gutter and 
the mire. With Him we can be confident 
of the path we tread and the footprints we 
leave behind us. 
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The Roulette Wheel—Symbol of the Professional 


This article might be more properly named “Comments 
en the More Practical Aspects of Gambling,” inasmuch 
as the writer does not claim to be an authority on the 
subject. 

Perhaps it would be well to start off with a definition 
of gambling, and for our purpose here Webster’s own 
definition, “the act of playing or gaming for stakes”, is 
admirably suited. This will cover both the games which 
are offered to the general public on a commercial scale, 
and the friendly game of poker in a friend’s living room, 
or the equally friendly wager on Saturday’s game between 
Army and Notre Dame. 


In popular usage the term “gambling” is applied to any 
undertaking offering chances of loss or gain which are 
beyond our personal control. This broader meaning might 
include such institutions as the insurance and investment 
businesses. There is a very subtle difference here, how- 
ever, which serves as a good object lesson for those who 
are tempted by easy money from gambling. 


The 


First of all, there is no such word as “luck” in the insur- 
ance or investment dictionary. The insurance business is 
operated by formulz based on statistics. Joe Doakes may 
die the day after he takes out an insurance policy, but 
a score of other policy holders will live to pay every last 
premium—and a few more will live on after the last 
premium is paid. The company makes no gamble because 
the death rate is predicted with mathematical certainty. 


Investment and Insurance Business 


The investment business is operated, perhaps not with 
the same mathematical infallibility as the insurance busi- 
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The “Goods” 


on 
Gambling 


By Paul H. Cover 
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ness, but each individual investment is made with a 
careful consideration of the odds involved, backed up by 
long experience. A loss might be incurred in a single 
transaction, but the odds in favor of profit are always 
figured high enough to enable the gains to over-balance 
the losses. Thus the single investment might be a gamble, 
but multiplied sufficiently, the investments become a 
profitable business. 


Very few of us are immune to the lure of easy money 
or the fascination of the “game of chance”. Plunging in 
stocks and bonds without the knowledge and experience 
to determine the odds for or against making a profit 
would certainly come under the heading of gambling just 
as surely as though the money had passed across the 
poker or dice table. 


Petty Gambling Games 

To many, gambling is a form of recreation, and con- 
sidered by the participants to be quite harmless. They 
will maintain stoutly that, kept within reason—and the 
family budget for recreational purposes!—it is hurting no 
one, and at the same time providing a wholesome outlet 
for that basic human urge to gamble. This is not neces- 
sarily true, however. 


But let us examine the “harmless” numbers game to 
which millions of our population pay daily tribute of 
twenty-five cents, fifty cents, or even a dollar each. The 
individual player maintains that he is hurting no one, 
never misses the money, and has a grand thrill when he 
hits a winning number. What this argument fails to take 
into consideration is that every dollar played on the num- 
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bers is a seventy-five cent subsidy for crime. Of the 
money paid in, about twenty-five percent comes back to 
the “suckers” as winnings. Of the seventy-five percent 
“subsidy”, twenty-five percent stays with the operator as 
profit, twenty-five percent goes to operating overhead, 
and the remaining twenty-five percent goes for police 
“protection”. The percentages may vary somewhat in dif- 
ferent localities, depending upon the political strength of 
the organization which operates the racket, but rarely 
does more than twenty-five percent return to the patron. 
And don’t ever think that a business as big as the num- 
bers game is operated without complete knowledge of the 
police as to every detail of the set-up and who sits in the 
driver’s seat. Nor can we be too critical of our police and 
their failure to stamp out a racket which we, the law- 
abiding public, support with such enthusiasm and bound- 
less generosity. 


The numbers game is, of course, illegal in practically 
every city and state of the land—as are most forms of 
gambling, including poker and dice, whether operated 
commercially or played socially. The numbers game, be- 
ing the most universally played of the commercial games, 
has been offered here as a fair example of what the 
patron can expect in the way of returns from dollars 
handed over to street corner bums. 


-Legalized (pari-mutuel) horse race betting offers the 
player somewhat better odds, but after taxes and over- 
head are deducted, the odds are still not too attractive 
from the purely mathematical standpoint. And even with 
the blessing of the State, one has the feeling that a bet 


placed is a contribution to the health and welfare of 


characters who live on the very fringes of society. 


Or perhaps you consider that your meat is a good 
rousing game of poker. If the game is penny ante, and 
remains that way, you will bring back as much as you put 
into it—with reasonably conservative playing. But if the 
stakes are “worthwhile”, there is almost sure to be a 
sharpshooter nearby—he might even be your next door 
neighbor! Dealing from the bottom is probably the crud- 


Horse racing, the basis of pari- 
mutuel betting, is legal in some 
states 
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Card games played at home with friends are often 
the “most innocent” forms of gambling 


est of all forms of manipulating cards to better the odds. 
The real sharpshooter does not have to resort to such 
crudities as cheating. He is, first of all, a master psy- 
chologist, and secondly, a mathematician specializing in 
the laws of probability. He plays the game with cold, 
calculating logic; with the sure knowledge that luck is 
something which may happen to other people but does 
not put money in his bank account. And even as he plays 
his careful game of weighing odds, he gives every ap- 
pearance of being a reckless gambler holding a particu- 
larly bad run of cards. He plays a bold game, betting 
heavily when he feels that the odds warrant it, and mak- 
ing quite a to-do about “such lousy cards” when he de- 
cides to “fold up” on a particular hand. 

Much the same is true of dice. Many forms of “edu- 
cated” dice are available for the small time operators who 
play for quarters and dollars. The real sharpshooter of 
the dice game is the “handler” who has mastered the 
greek-roll or the pad-roll, either of which is accomplished 
with “honest” dice. 

It is actually surprising what a small margin of odds 
the sharpshooter works on—rarely more than ten percent 
over the fifty-fifty required to break even. Yet the very 
fact that it is possible to win consistently with such a 
narrow margin of odds should prove that “luck” is purely 
the product of wishful thinking. 

But as long as people continue to believe that luck can 
conquer unfavorable odds; as long as “numbers” continue 
to make dazzling appearances in dreams; as long as tip 
sters can convince “suckers” that their information came 
“straight from the horse’s mouth,” the operators of com- 
mercialized gambling will continue to enjoy bounteous 
prosperity in direct proportion to the national income. 

(Continued on Page 17) 
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The Hound of Death 


The rising smoke from the chimney of a cabin caught 
the attention of the tall man. He had spent a fruitless day 
visiting his fur traps and had gotten lost in the mass. of 
mud and water of the great swamp. Intent on following 
an otter’s tracks, he had not noticed his unfamiliar sur- 
roundings until this moment. The cabin was a welcome 
sight. The day had been fruitless for him as there were 
no animals caught in his line of traps. This would mean 
there wouldn’t be enough money to buy the weekly jug 
of corn likker. He scowled as he thought of the week 
ahead. 


He paddled his dugout canoe toward the boat landing 
and reflected about the possibility of obtaining directions 
and a place to sleep for the night. The cabin was entire- 
ly strange even though he had spent all of his thirty years 
in the swamp and knew most of its vast reaches. Perhaps 
the cabin belonged to a fellow trapper. In that case it 
would be difficult to secure a lodging. It would be equai- 
ly impossible, however, to continue to his own cabin that 
night. Dusk was falling, and the swamp was too danger- 
ous for nocturnal traveling. 


With these thoughts, the man reached the landing and 
tied his craft expertly up to the small plank platform. A 
few short steps brought him to the cabin door. He first 
noticed that the place was terribly run down. Its gray 
board walls looked as though they had never seen a coat 
of paint. The too small windows were so grimy that it 
was impossible to see into the cabin, and weeds grew 
profusely all about. Save for the spiralling smoke, there 
was no sign of human activity. 


The man knocked loudly upon the door, and the sound 
crashed through the stillness. In a few minutes the door 
swung slowly open. Inside stood a gnome of innumer- 
able years. The old man was white-haired and bent. His 
hands shook, and every effort of movement seemed to 
cause him pain. He opened the door a little wider and 
silently beckoned the visitor to enter. 


The cabin interior was more dilapidated than its out- 
side appearance indicated. The only furniture consisted of 
a table, two chairs, and an ancient bedstead. Cooking 
was done over the open fire in the stone fireplace. A 
small leather bag lay upon the table, and this object 
caught the visitor’s attention. With unexpected agility 
the old man snatched it up and placed it within the neck 
of his grimy shirt. He seemed uneasy and glanced at the 
intruder to see if he had noticed this action. 


His quavering voice broke the uneasy quiet. “I’m a 
stranger in these parts and lost my way in the swamp. 
Jest something to eat and a corner to sleep in is all [Ul 
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be askin’. It’s getting dark out. Can get good and lost 
in this place at night.” 


The tall man regarded his unwilling host. “I’m a 
poor old man and haven’t got anything here to interest 
the likes of you. What do you want?” 


Without another word the old man moved to the fire- 
place. A large iron kettle hung above the scanty fire. He 
bent down stiffly to stir the bubbling soup, and, as he 
did so, the leather bag which he had just concealed fell 
to the floor. The thong which bound it broke open, and 
a yellow stream of heavy, bright coins flowed out. The 
visitor gasped. Here was more money than he had ever 
seen. Enough money lay before him to purchase all fine 
luxuries of life. With this hoard he could leave the swamp 
forever. 


“He acted without deliberation. A loose board lay upon 
the floor, and it made an ideal weapon. The old man still 
crouched upon the hearth, frantically gathering together 
his lost wealth. The club crashed down upon his head, 
and he fell unconscious, in a grotesque heap. 


The guest now acted quickly. He set his improvised 
club upon the table, shoved aside the limp body of his 
host, and gathered the money again into its leather bag. 
His next move was to examine the too quiet man upon the 
floor. He had not wanted to kill, only to produce uncon- 
sciousness, and enough time to possess himself of the 
fascinating treasure. There was no breath, no pulse, no 
life, within the still body. The old man was dead, and 
he was a murderer. 


The first impulse was to escape, but he forced himself 
to remain calm. Chances were far greater if a plan for 
escape could be formed. Despite the arrival of dusk it 
would be necessary to try to find the way to the small 
swamp town. It could not be over four or five miles away, 
if he could only find the right trail. 


The tall man opened the door and stood hesitantly 
upon the ramshackle porch. Before him lay the swamp, 
black, ominous, and foreboding. Darkness had fallen 
quickly. The moon brooded over the great tall trees and 
cast its feeble gleam upon the world below. A flutter of 
startled animal sounds broke the silence of the night. 
Small creatures were already seeking food and drink, 
and they seemed to resent this intrusion into their quiet 
world. 


Miss Riecken, the writer of the above short story, is at present a 
Senior at Wittenberg College, Springfield, Ohio. The illustration which 
accompanies it is also her own work. Her teacher writes, “She has 
shown interest and ability in writing and art throughout her whole 
course.” She is also a member of the College Poetry Club, and leads 
an active campus life. 
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He paused and reflected upon his sudden monetary 
gain. The thirty years of his life in the swamp had been 
hard ones. His father had died while he was still young, 
and it was necessary to start work early in life. At four- 
teen, the boy’s mother had died, leaving him alone to 
shift for himself in the cruel swamp world. The money 
_he earned from trapping was barely sufficient to provide 
food. Any extra cash had been spent for drink—drink 
that helped him to forget for a brief time his dull life. 
Now it would be different. He had enough money to buy 
a train ticket for the North, where he could find the 
beautiful girls, the bright lights, and the tall buildings. 


Now he could . . . but a sound of low emotion and 
deep immeasurable sadness interrupted these thoughts. 
It was only the howling of a hound dog, yet it seemed 
somehow strangely terrifying. In spite of himself cold 
sweat stood out upon his skin. He looked about quickly. 
A great dog stood silhouetted against the hazy moon. With 
the man’s eyes upon him, he slunk from the ridge and 
disappeared into the darkness beyond. The man recalled 
vividly the old legend of the howling dog which heralded 
a death. Yesterday he would have scoffed, but tonight 
was different. 


The image of the dead man lying within the cabin re- 
turned to him in vivid detail. He grasped the leather 
pouch tighter in his hand as if in reassurance of his dread- 
ful act. His thoughts must now be directed towards es- 
caping. The chances for arriving safely at the town were 
quite good. Once in familiar territory, he would find his 
way without too much difficulty, even in the darkness. 
If he could not succeed tonight, he could seek refuge on 
one of the many islands within the swamp. 


Having plotted a course of activity, the tall man 
walked to his canoe, launched it quickly, and was soon 
floating from the fateful cabin clearing. With every stroke 
of the flashing paddle the log boat leaped forward into 
the mystery and darkness of the swamp. 


He could not forget the crime from which he fled. 
His mind returned time and again to the still figure upon 
the cabin floor, although he tried hard to divert its course 
into other channels. No one could possibly connect him 
with the crime. The old man had lived out his life, and it 
had been time for him to end it. 


As if for reassurance of the truth of these thoughts, the 
man’s defiant voice filled the swamp and seemed to echo 
back to him from the mighty cypress all around. 


“Sure, he’s better off now. He’d a died soon anyhow. 
The stinking swamp would ha’ got him. You gotta be 
strong to live in a place like this with its bugs and stinkin’ 
slime and poison snakes. He’s dead and now I can leave 
this hole for good. This muck will never get my bones.” 


The man became quiet once more, and looked with 
animosity upon his surroundings. Hate surged within him. 
This place had made him the hateful thing that he was 
today, a creature of greed and of few principles. There 
was an actual animosity between them. The swamp 
seemed to block his every path with treachery and dan- 
ger. Every evil power at nature’s command was em- 
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Attempting to climb higher on the roots, he cried out as 
pain surged through his body 


ployed to torment him. His body still remained strong, 
and he could not realize that in the struggle he had lost 
his soul. 

He must concentrate now on finding the correct path. 
It was dangerous traveling so quickly at night. There 
were many pitfalls. He could not yet recognize the 
swamp territory but felt that the direction was right. 
Apprehension passed over him. He felt that someone or 
something was following the boat. Although he quick- 
ened his stroke, the feeling remained. His paddle flashed 
faster and faster, as though he were engaged in some 
desperate race with an unseen adversary. The boat skim- 
med through the murky water at a tremendous speed. 

Suddenly, without warning, the boat crashed into a 
half submerged log, hurling the occupant into the dark 
water. Gasping for breath, the drenched man made his. 
way to a nearby clump of roots jutting from the slimy 
water. In temporary shelter he took inventory of himself 
and his equipment. The damaged boat lay in the water 
entirely invisible except for the tow rope which floated 
listlessly. Attempting to climb higher on the roots, he cried 
out as pain surged through his body. His ankle was swol- 
len and must be sprained. The swamp had him at its 
mercy, and he knew it would not be kind. 

As the pain increased with the hours he mercifully 
slipped into unconsciousness still clinging to the bag of 
coins, his only ray of hope in the dark and dreary swamp. 


(Continued on Page 32) 
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The Executive Committee Holds Annual Meeting 


Following the great convention of the 
United Lutheran Church in America, the 
Executive Committee of the Luther 
League of America met in its annual ses- 
sions at Philadelphia, October 15 and 
16. 


The one item of greatest single sig- 
nificance, doubtless, was the proposal 
by President Logan to accent and em- 
phasize the spiritual in Luther League 
during the period just ahead. He called 
it, “Operation Spiritual”. Its express pur- 
pose is “to strengthen further the spir- 
itual life of the young people of the 
United Lutheran Church in America.” 
It is scheduled to become operative in 
local Leagues on Youth Sunday, 1949. 


A Committee on Operation Spiritual 
composed of five members, three from 
the present Executive Committee and 
tWo from the field—under 25 years of 
age—was appointed as follows: Miss 
Ruth Blackburn, Washington, D. C., 
Chairman; Eugene Geiger, Center 
Square, Pa:; Mrs. Paul H. Cover, New 
Brighton, Pa.; Walter Brendau, Sunbury, 
Pa.; and Carl Berkobin, Nutley, N. J. 


Two-day Regional Conferences for 
Synodical Committees on Luther League 
or Youth Work, State and Synodical 
League Presidents, and Advisers, are to 
be projected in three different areas dur- 
ing the ensuing year. Places tentatively 
selected include: Charlotte, N. C.; Chi- 
cago, Ill.; and Harrisburg, Pa. The Ex- 
ecutive Secretary was requested to con- 
fer with the Parish and Church School 
Board on the feasibility of the Luther 
League having a share in the regular 
Regional Conferences on Parish Educa- 
tion. 

So enthusiastic was the field response 
to the special summer-time field worker 
in 1948 that the committee decided to 
secure the services of two persons, if 
possible, for a similar service in the sum- 
mer of 1949. 

Plans were made for the observance of 
Youth Sunday, September 18, 1949, in 
co-operation with the Parish and Church 
School Board as has been the custom 
during the past five or more years. 
Luther League materials for that day 
will follow the theme, “Your Church and 
Youth”. 

The Executive Board of the U.L.C.A. 
is to be requested to “accord the right 
to the Luther League of America to 
recommend to local Luther Leagues that 
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they solicit a Faith in Youth Offering 
from the Church Councils of their con- 
gregations for the Luther League of 
America in connection with the celebra- 
tion of Youth Sunday.” 

A number of important items on thé 
program for the Roanoke Convention 
were acted upon, many of which will 
be announced as the time for the con- 
vention draws nearer. The theme, “We 


- Follow Christ”, was selected and new 


dates—August 15-19—were chosen. Mr. 
Dick Sutcliffe, Chairman of the Roanoke 
General Convention Committee, was 
present to report on the development of 
local details and to stir the enthusiasm 
of the committee for the coming conven- 
tion at Roanoke. 


Action was taken expressing thanks to 
the United Lutheran Publication House 
for their willing experiment with the 
Book-of-the-Month Club idea for two 
years. The plan as previously operated is 
to be discontinued as of January 1, 1949. 
A similar experiment will be made under 
the supervision of the Education Com- 
mittee of the Luther League. (All books 
will still be purchasable from the ULPH 
but without discount. ) 

Responsibility for enlarging and ex- 
tending the Youth Evangelism campaign 
now using the slogan, “50,000 by ’51” 
were committed to the new. Committee 
on Operation Spiritual. 

Sensing the need for more promotion 
on the local level, the Committee laid 
plans for the issuance of a regular four- 
page promotion sheet directed to local 
presidents, adult workers with youth, 
and pastors at least four times a year. 
One of these will be printed as a part 
of “The Luther League Review” and 
distributed as above. 


The Life Service Committee, Rev. 
John P. Shannon, chairman, announced 
“Wanted: Laborers” as the theme for 
Life Service Day, 1949. A display of 
State and Synodical Life Service Flags 
is also planned for the convention hall 
at Roanoke. 


The Intermediate Advisory Committee, 
Miss Clara Roitsch, chairman, recom- 
mended that April 24, 1949, be desig- 
nated as “Intermediate Day” and that 
rallies for this age-group be held by local 
congregations and/or districts at that 
time. Special presentation of the Inter- 
mediate phase of the program to Synods 
was requested of synodical Luther 


League presidents. Practical helps for 
adult leaders of Intermediates will hence- 
forth be included in the Intermediate 
Quarterly Helps. A church-wide Inter- 
mediate Essay Contest, climaxing with 
finals at Roanoke, was authorized. (See 
page seven for details. ) 


A report of the Committee on: Young 
Adults was heard and favorable action 
taken upon its request for a place on 
the Roanoke Convention program. 


The Special Committee on Study of 
the Program was requested to study the 
recent Comprehensive Plan of Youth 
Work to ascertain if there were salutary 
features that might be practicable for 
the Luther League of America. The 
Ways and Means Committee was asked 
to consider any such proposals, and the 
staff to prepare any necessary consti- 
tutional changes that may be involved 
for action by the Roanoke Convention. 


An invitation was received from the 
Lutheran Church in Puerto Rico to have 
a representative present to participate in 
“Youth Night” at the celebration of their 
50th anniversary in February, 1949, 
Mr. Alvin H. Schaediger, Immediate 
Past President, was chosen as the repre- 
sentative. (Mr. Schaediger finds it im- 
possible to go, so President Logan has 
delegated Secretary Frease to make the 
trip. ) 

The Luther League of the Synod of 
Western Canada applied for membership 
in the Luther League of America. Its 
constitution being approved, the Luther 
League of the Western Canada Synod 
was received into membership. 


Mr. Robert Menges, chairman of the 
missionary committee, reported the need 
for strengthening the efforts to raise the 
full amount of $25,000 for the China- 
Skeldon project by the time of the Roa- 
noke Convention. (As of Dec. 1, $19,- 
800.95 had been received. ) 


Mr. Clarence Neun, chairman of the 
Special Gifts Fund, told of the work 
done in promoting that Fund during the 
past year and expressed the’ confidence 
that the full amount of $1200 budgeted 
for 1948 would be reached by the end 
of the year. Treasurer Howard Turk- 
heiimer, Jr., reported substantial financial 
progress during the year, and, as chair- 
man of the Finance Committee, recom- 
mended a budget of $39,475 for 1949, 
which was adopted. 
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Intermediates throughout the U. L. C. A. will soon em-~ 


bark upon a new nation-wide project. Every Intermediate 
young person (12 to 14 years of age) whether a Luther 
Leaguer or not, is invited and urged to participate in the 
coming Intermediate Essay Contest, sponsored by The 
Luther League of America. The contest will culminate 
at the Roanoke Convention on Intermediate Day, August 
16th, 1949. : 

Intermediates will develop their. 400 to 750-word Es- 
says on the theme, “Following Jesus Christ, My Dearest 
Friend,” which is designed to help them prepare for the 
convention theme: “We Follow. Christ.” They will de- 
scribe in their Essays the difference it makes in their home 
life, in their schools and churches, in their planning for 
the future to follow Jesus Christ, their dearest Friend. 


National prizes awarded to the writers of the three best 
Essays include: First prize, a two-week scholarship (en- 
rollment and tuition fee) to a Lutheran Camp or Lutheran 
Leadership Training School of the winner's choice in 1950. 
Awards will also be made to winners of second and third 
places. 

Any young person who has reached at least his 12th 
birthday on or before January Ist, 1949 and who will not 
reach his 15th birthday before July 15th, 1949, who has 
been confirmed or who is enrolled in a Sunday School 
and/or confirmation class in a United Lutheran Church 
congregation is eligible to participate in this Essay contest. 

As they undertake the task of expressing in words of 
their own, their thoughts concerning this all-important 
phase of Christian experience, these Intermediates need 
and deserve the encouragement and personal interest of 
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every older Leaguer and Christian adult member within 
our congregations. For many of them, this will be their 
first attempt to make any confession concerning Christ 
and their loyalty to Him. It can be an important mile- 
stone in their Christian witnessing. You who read these 
lines, encourage Intermediates whom you know to par- 
ticipate in this Essay contest. Encourage them, not neces- 
sarily for any prize they may receive, but rather as a 
means of helping them crystallize their own thinking und 
enable them to come to a clearer understanding of what 
it means for them to live the Christian way. 


INTERMEDIATE SUNDAY, APRIL 24th 


Intermediate Sunday is scheduled for April 24th this 
year. The purpose of this day is to focus the attention of 
the older members of local congregations upon the Inter- 
mediates within their membership. This year the purpose 
will be accomplished by means of the preliminary judging 
of the Intermediate Essay Contest. On this day, partici- 
pating Intermediates within local congregations will pre- 
sent their essays and winners will be chosen. 


INTERMEDIATE DAY, AUGUST 16th 


Intermediates will want to make every effort to attend 
the Roanoke Convention in August, "49. Important and 
exciting plans are now in progress! 

Besides the one very special day for Intermediates 
which is scheduled on Tuesday, August 16th, when In- 
termediates will be guests on the Roanoke College cam- 
pus for a program all their own, there will be daily Bible 
study and discussion groups designed especially for In- 
termediates. 


Seven 


. 


Wsihle (Gem e Wid IE} ale 


By Lucile Pettigrew Johnson 


Our Bible cross-word puzzle this 
month brings us to a study of a famous 
son of an even more famous father. 
Absalom is the son. Who is the father? 
All biblical references are to II Samuel. 

After you have done your best to 
obtain the correct solution, check with 
the key which you will find on page 81. 


ACROSS 
1 “And, ... , thou sawest him” 18:11 
6 “. . . sent unto thee, saying, Come 


hither” 14:32 

7 “and . not the king’s face” 14:24 

10 City of Benjamin I Chron. 8:12 

11 “that every man which hath any suit 
or... might come unto me” 15:4 

13 Absalom made . . . against David 

15 Manganese (abbr. ) 

17 Year (abbr. ) 

18 Past 

19 “and there was there a. . 
18:7 . 

22 Amused oneself 

25 “. . . put forth his hand, and took 
him, and kissed him” 15:5 

26 “and the king kissed .. .” 14:33 

29 “to say, Wherefore . . 
Geshur” 14:32 

80 Explosive missile 

32 “now therefore let. . 
face” 14:32 


. slaughter” 


. see the king’s 


35 Behold 

86 “And Absalom . 
17:24 

39 Ocean 

40 Royal Navy (abbr. ) 

41 Absalom was... from a bough 

42 British Expeditionary Force (abbr.) 

44 See 50 across 

45 On account (abbr. ) 

46 “a certain man saw... , 
Joab” 18:10 

48 Knight Templar (abbr. ) 

50 and 44 across “And he took 
in his hand” 18:14 


. over Jordan” 


and told 


52 “Absalom sent . . . throughout all the 
tribes” 15:10 

54 Emergency Conservation Work 
(abbr. ) 

55 “the battle was there scattered over 
the face of . . . the country” 18:8 

56 “cast him into a great pit... the 
wood” 18:17 


57 “for thou art a stranger, and also 
... exile” 15:19 

58 “and his head caught hold of the 
5 ong © akee 


DOWN 
1 “the mule went under the thick... 
of a great oak” 18:9 
2 Half an em 


Eight 


. I come from 


“in that the king doth not fetch... 29 Bronze 
again his banished” 14:13 81 “for we shall not . .. escape from 
Library of Congress (abbr. ) Absalom” 15:14 
“And David mourned for his son 82 “Deal gently for my sake with the 
every... 18:87 young...” 18:5 
“because the king’s son ... dead” 83 “Absalom stole th . of the men 
8:20 of Israel” 15:6 
“and the mule that was under him 36 “none to be so much . . .d as Ab- 
went...” 18:9 : salom for his beauty” 14:25 
Engage in 87 Wakened by shaking 
“, .. of the Chaldees’ Gen 11:28 38 Dinitrotoluene (abbr. ) 
“And Absalom ... upon a mule” 42 Naphtalite who, urged by Deborah, 
18:9 fought against Sisera Judges 4:6-17 
Son of Caleb I Chron. 4:15 43 “Absalom’s servants set the . . . on 
Second tone of the scale fire’ 14:30 
Traffic Bureau (abbr. ) 45 “Absalom said moreover, . . . that I 
“And the saying . . . Absalom well” were made judge” 15:4 
17:4 47 Township (abbr. ) : 
“the soul of king David ...to go 49 “with Absalom weat two hundred 


. . . out of Jerusalem” 15:11 
“So Absalom dwelt . . 
Jerusalem” 14:28 

Elias (abbr. ) 


Two (Roman numerals) 


forth unto Absalom” 13:39 
“Absalom made ... captain of the 50 
best” 17:25 
Surgeon General (abbr. ) Dl 
“Of what city .. . thou” 15:2 58 
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_“But in all Israel there was none to be so much praised as Absalom for 
his beauty: from the sole of his foot even to the crown of his“head there 
was no blemish in him.”—II Samuel 14:25. gfe * 
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A Calendar Party For January 


January is the infant month of the 
New Year and the herald of twelve new 
months to come. It. is a great time for 
parties and the games suggested here 
can be used for a party any time dur- 
ing the month. 


Preparations 

Invitations. Make the date and fill in 
the place for your party. 

In what month were you born? 

You needn’t confess, 

But wear something that tells 

So that we may guess 

Next Wednesday night at our League’s 
Calendar Party. 

Decorations. If you go in for the 
party idea in a big way, give it a good 
start and decorate for the occasion. The 
decorations could give the idea of the 
four seasons, with a corner of the room 
decorated for each season of the year— 
Spring, Summer, Autumn, and Winter. 

Program. If the guests arrive without 
some symbol to represent their birth 
month, pin on each one a page from a 
small calendar corresponding to the 
month in which each was born. Start 
the evening’s activities by guessing from 
the symbols each guest’s birth month 
and divide the crowd into groups ac- 
cording to their birthdays, one group 
for each month. If it is a small party, 
have one group for each season. 

This is a Calendar Party and the 
twelve-month plan is suggested with a 
different game or stunt to represent each 
of the twelve months of the year. Let 
each group (divided by _ birthday 
months) help plan and lead the game 
for that month. Below are suggested 
games for each month of the year. Any 
game suitable for the month may be 
substituted. 


Games 
January. New Year Resolutions. It 
couldn’t be a January party without New 
Year Resolutions. Ask the girls to write 
resolutions for the boys, and vice versa. 
Or, have each person write his own 
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name On paper and pass it to someone 
else who then writes a resolution of 
two words, each word beginning with an 
initial of the person’s name. For ex- 
ample: Nathan Smith—I resolve to 
Never Swear. 


February. Ideal Boy and Girl. Of 
course a game for February should sug- 
gest Valentine’s Day, so why not play 
Ideal Boy and Girl? Each girl writes a 
paragraph describing her ideal boy. The 
boys do the same for the girls. Let the 
gang guess who wrote each description. 


March. Irish Blarney, or Windy Fam- 
ilies. In March it’s St. Patrick’s Day, so 
here’s a game for that. All draw num- 
bers, those of the girls corresponding to 
those of the boys. The first man calls 
out his number, and blarneys his un- 
known partner by telling her what he 
thinks is the loveliest thing about her. 
When he has finished, his partner steps 
out and is identified and then the two 
go to the side. This continues until 
everybody has a partner, These part- 
ners may be used in later games. 


However if you prefer a little noisier 
game, you might play Windy Families, 
for after all, March is known as the 
windy month. Give each person in each 
family group (determined by their 
birthday’s, remember?) a penny balloon. 
On a signal, everyone starts blowing un- 
til the balloon breaks. The family that 
bursts all their balloons first, wins. Ap- 
propriate prizes, such as kites, marbles, 
or jacks, might be awarded the winners. 

April. Candy or Peanut Hunt. Of 
course crazy stunts of any kind are just 
right for the game of April. There are 
any number of these that can be used, 
but a candy or peanut hunt is always 
popular; and no one suspects that none 
have been hidden when the search starts. 

May. May Queen or Flowered Initials. 
Elect a May Queen. Have four persons 
prepared to make speeches in behalf of 
certain girls for Queen (all of these, the 
girls and the speakers, may be taken 
from the May Birthday Group). After 
the campaign speeches are made, the 
May Queen is elected, properly crowned 
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with a wreath of flowers, and placed on 
her throne—which may be an elevated 
chair bedecked with flowers. 


Or perhaps you would prefer playing 
Flowered Initials. Each guest writes 
his initials on a slip of paper; then the 
boys exchange papers with the girls. 
Each person describes a flower, using 
the initials as the first letters of the 
words in the description. For example: 

R. H. V.—red-headed violet 

B. F. D.—big fat daffodil 

S. B. S.-Somber-brown sunflower 


June. Hurdles Race. An indoor ath- 
letic meet would be about right for 
June, so why not try a hurdle race. This 
event is lively and offers much amuse- 
ment to the spectators. The entrants, 
one from each group, are lined up and 
permitted to practice stepping over 
books, chairs, and other obstacles that 
are placed in their lanes. After they 
have practiced three or four times, the 
entrants are blindfolded. Unknown to 
them, the obstacles are quietly cleared 
from their paths. Then*they race—over 
nonexistent hurdles—much to the amuse- 
ment of the crowd. 

July. Roll Call of the States or If I 
Were President. Since July is a good 
month to show patriotism, the games 
could be along a patriotic theme. For 
example you can have everyone write 
down the names of all the 48 states. It 
sounds easy, but you'll find that after 
the first 88 the rest may come hard. 

Or as an alternative you might have 
each guest write a paragraph in answer 
to the question: What I would do if I 
were President? Ask the writers not to 
sign their names. Papers are exchanged 
and read aloud, and the group tries to 
identify the writer of each paper as it 
is read. 

August. Balloon Joust. This is a good 
game for the month of August. Parti- 
cipants are paired off in couples. All the 
boys are given pins; the girls, balloons. 
The couples, arm in arm, try to punc- 
ture other couples’ balloons, while pro- 
tecting their own. 


(Continued on Page 31) 


Nine 


Good New Year! This year is so important to the 
Church and to the Luther League that we do not wish 
you happiness in the traditional manner. Rather we wish 
you a good year of stewardship and evangelism—and hap- 
piness will come through service.. Push forward the 
Luther League Advance program—we want 50,000 mem- 
bers by *51 you know!—and prove that youth really is 
ready to “serve without surcease.” You received material 
months ago which carefully explains how that can be 
done. If it seems to be among the missing in your 


Handbook (perish the thought!), write to Headquarters . 


immediately and snag another copy. (Ask for “50,000 by 
*51” and Youth Is Ready.) This is important! 


Getting and Holding New Members 

The Young People’s League of the Church of the Re- 
deemer in Ramsey, New Jersey, received its new mem- 
bers on Youth Sunday at which time its new officers were 
also installed. Make an occasion of the reception of new 
members in your League even if it means nothing more 
than an introduction all around. (Thumb nail biographies 
of each old member and each new one will help to fix 
people more firmly in each other’s minds, too, and will 
lay the ground work for real friendship.) 

Having found new members, you must now manage to 
keep them. We quote Point 10 of the leaflet, Youth Is 


Dino> 


Ready, for one of the “how’s”. 

“The attractive quality of a Vital Program. It is 
extremely important that we have a vital program in 
our Luther League if we expect to win and hold new 
members. We must have something to make their 
coming worthwhile.” 


Really we would like to quote the whole twelve points 
—they are that worthwhile—but you should read the entire 
four pages for yourself. 


A New Hymnal for Youth 
We should tell you about the new Christian Youth 
Hymnal now anyway. They sell for $1.35 each as single 
copies, and in quantities of fifty, for $1.10 each. (For 
intermediate quantity prices, write to the United Luth- 
eran Publication House, Philadelphia, or the nearest 


Ten 


branch.) Acquisition of at least four copies for your 
League would be a great help, mechanically, to your 
leaders in planning vital programs at least four weeks 
ahead. Read on and you will see why! 

The Hymnal contains three hundred and ten hymns— 
most of them familiar; some of them new; all of them 
good—arranged topically in four general groups—The 
Church Year; The Christian at Worship; The Christian at 
Work; and The Life Everlasting—under such headings as 
Advent, Opening of Service, The Holy Scripture, Social 
Relations and so on. Additional lists of appropriate hymns 
from other sections appear frequently, too. All of which 
you will find valuable. even if you use the Common 
Service Book or the Parish School Hymnal for singing 
purposes. 

The next section of the book is entitled “Helps for 
Worship.” Leading off is an article on leading worship— 
what, who, how, when—and this is followed by orders of 
service in brief and general forms, and for special occa- 
sions. (Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Pente- 
cost, Personal Rededication, Out-of-doors.) Then there is 
music for worship—the Gloria Patri, the Sanctus, a Prayer 
Response (which we like very much), the Doxology, an 
Offertory, a Benediction (which again “we cot-on-to”), and 
several Amens (including the seven-fold one). Also in- 
cluded are the Lord’s Prayer, the Apostles’ Creed and 
the Nicene Creed. Next come the Psalms and Canticles 
arranged for responsive reading, and last but by no means 
least, Prayers. The fact that prayers are included is not 
at all strange, but these are arranged under the same 
headings as the hymns. 

Even the indices and. tables are more helpful than 
usual. Some of the terms used in worship are explained; 
sources of the prayers are given; and in addition to the 
regular hymn indices (authors, composers, tunes, meters, 
and first lines) the éditors of this Hymnal have added a 
Scriptural Background listing. Nor do they stop there. 
There is also an index entitled Topics, purpose of whith 
is to help leaders of worship find suitable related ma- 
terial-hymns, responsive readings, and scripture lessons. 
Now do you see why we think you should have some? 


A Synodical Missionary Project 

By the way, we received a bulletin from Missionary 
Secretary Alfarata Stamets of the Luther League of Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania Synod telling us of their exciting plans 
for “serving without surcease” in the missionary phase of 
their program—now that they have over-paid their China- 
Skeldon quota ($1500) by $250. They are going to raise 
$500 for the Rocky Boy Indian Mission in Montana. The 
Mission needs an oil bummer, an electric range, a cow 
(they sold the one they had to meet some bills) and a 
garden tractor. Central Penn plans to supply at least one 
of these items—and hopes to make it more. Furthermore 
the Leaguers are planning to send toys and clothing to 
the Mission for distribution at Christmas, and have sug- 
gested that a booth of bead work made at Rocky Boy 


(Continued on Page 32) 
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® We are happy to confirm our previous announcement 
that Ielene Ufkes, our Missionary to China, arrived safely 
in Seattle late on November 23rd. She was met at the 
airport by Dick Johnson, President of the Pacific North- 
west District Luther League. She proceeded to Los 
Angeles where she spent the Thanksgiving holidays. After 
speaking to three Luther League Rallies in southern Cali- 
fornia she stopped in Denver; Fremont, and Omaha, Ne- 
braska; Davenport, Iowa; Carthage, Chicago, Springfield, 
Illinois; and St. Louis enroute to her home in Washington, 
D. C. She considered it a privilege to tell the story of our 
Church in China to as many as possible before reaching 
her folks, even though she had been gone nearly eighteen 
months. 

Anyone desiring to schedule Miss Ufkes for a Luther 
League meeting should contact Headquarters in Philadel- 
phia. 


® The Roanoke band wagon is beginning to roll... 

The following item from California was noted in a pub- 
lication: “It is the greatest hope of about ten Trinitv 
(Pasadena) Club members to attend the National Luther 
League Convention at Roanoke in 1949 because that con- 
vention of Christian Youth will be a permanent inspira- 


‘tion in the lives of these members.” 


Ohio reports fifty-four Leaguers have “signed on the 
dotted line” for Roanoke. This is one-third of their quota. 

Katherine Holl, a Luther Leaguer who is now a Mis- 
sionary in Liberia writes: “We have a League here with 
the High School group. They need a shot of vitamins, 
but several weeks ago we had an interesting meeting when 
they conducted a Bible quiz. We don’t have any League 
material and our originality wanes in the heat. It would 
be good to have these Leaguers correspond with a League 
at home.” (Any League interested please get in touch 
with Headquarters. ) 


®@ The staff continues to get about among the Leaguers 
and pastors. The Executive Secretary and Pastor Ducker 
were in West Virginia in October. Miss Marks conducted 
a series of meetings covering the entire Pittsburgh Synod 
in November. Other trips are scheduled in the near future. 

Miss Marks’ visit to Pittsburgh was in the interest of 
initiating the drive for work among Intermediates dur 
ing the coming months throughout that Synod. 


® Committee meetings kept Headquarters busy during 
the weeks just ahead of Christmas. On December 3rd the 
Committee on Young Adults, Dr. Paul White, Chairman, 
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met to plan the program for this important group. Al- 
though the League of Young Adult Lutherans is not ac- 
tually a part of The Luther League of America, our or- 
ganization has been given the responsibility for preparing 
and promoting its program. : 

December 3 and 4 found the Education Committee, 
Mrs. Paul H. Cover, Chairman, planning three sets of 
topics for 1950, revising old and initiating new pamphlet 
materials and working for the general improvement of 
the work in this department. 


@ The Luther League of America contributes $300 an- 
nually to The Board of Foreign Missions in support of a 
Youth Secretary in the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, India. Rev. T. Prakasam, Rest House Road, 
Bhimavaram, South India, is serving as this secretary. 
Pastor Prakasam reports in a recent letter, “I have been 
Youth Secretary just three years. In this time I have con- 
tacted Leagues in all five districts of our Church. We have 
300 Leagues. About 50 per cent are functioning regular- 
ly. The others have become weak and irregular because 
of the Communist influence. In some places our Christian 
youth also joined hands with the Communists and have 
created trouble in the congregations. 

“Our Leaguers will be studying the following four topics 
in September: 


1. Why, What and Wherefore of the Luther League 
The History of The Luther League of America 
3. The World Lutheran Church 
(Luther League Day) 
4. - The Lutheran Church in India 
“December 23 to 28 we will have our biennial conven- 


tion of the Luther Leagues in the Guntur District. We 
would appreciate greetings from Leaguers in America. 


to 


“A word about the secretary’s office—We need very 
badly: 


1. Flannelgraph and sets of pictures to teach stories 


_to children. 
2. A camera for use in the Rallies and conventions. 


3. A type machine. I have to struggle when it 
; comes to sending out circular letters.” 


Perhaps your League would like to provide one of these 
items. If so, write to Headquarters. Dr. E. Prakasam, 
who is in America now, says that a second-hand camera 
and typewriter would be quite acceptable to them. 


@ The Skeldon portion of our current missionary project 
is still unfinished business for Luther Leaguers. We must 
all set our shoulders to the wheel so that we may be able 
to turn over the full amount of our promised gift—at least 
$25,000—to The Board of Foreign Missions of our Church 
by the time of the Roanoke Convention. That means every 
state and synodical League must pay in full at least its 
total quota for the project. Observe January 30, or the 
first open date as Missionary Day and use, “The Unseen 


Teacher at Skeldon.” Program free unon request. 


Is The Spirit 


of Service Yours? 


The day was past, but the Spirit of Christmas still lin- 
gered in Gene’s heart. Why did he feel as if he were 
“above the clouds’? It wasn’t just because Peggy had 
been home for the holidays; it was something more than 
that. It was a wonderful day, but others had been like 
that too. What was there to give him that feeling? 


It had started on Christmas morning. Was it the 
Christmas Morning Communion Service which he and 
Peggy had attended? Had the candlelight, the music, 
the first light of the morning shining through the stained 
glass windows, and then the message of the birth of 
Christ brought him nearer to God? Had he found Christ 
this morning? : 

Christmas was over, but in Gene’s heart the Spirit of 
Christ still reigned. Sunday morming, Gene was in Sun- 
day School, the first in several months, there had been a 
pull on Gene’s heart this morning that the Sunday School 
needed him. It did need him! There was a class of 
Junior boys and girls without a teacher. Would he help 
out this morning and perhaps consider being their regu- 
lar teacher? He could not say “no.” Didn’t Jesus speak 
unto His disciples and say, “Go ye, therefore, and teach 
all nations . . . teaching them to observe all things what- 
sover I have commanded you.” After nineteen hundred 
years the same was true. He had a job to do! He-must 
arrange his working hours so he could be off on Sunday 
mornings. 


He enjoyed every minute with this group of boys and 
girls, they were so anxious to learn more about Christ. 
They certainly could put the questions to a fellow. As the 
class period went on, Gene thought, I'll invite these boys 
and girls to come to church with me today. Two ven- 
tured in with him. The Christmas morning service with 
Peggy had been one experience—an experience which led 
him a step farther—and now this morning with Peter and 
Nancy at his side he was to enjoy another experience— 
observing children showing their love to God. He had a 
chance to help these two youngsters know the Service. 
and be reverent in Church. Peter and Nancy were very 
quiet, they really set the example for the adults of the 
Church. Gene thnught, “Next Sunday, I'll try to have 


Twelve 
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one or two more to Church.” 


The Spirit didn’t leave Gene when he left his “Sun- 
day clothes”; “it” stayed by him on his job too. He had 
started to live with Christ. Since that Christmas morning 
service he had set the alarm to ring five minutes earlier 
—these five minutes were used in prayer and in com- 
munion with God. It gave him a better start for the day. 
He had a smile for everyone, and with it a courteous 
“Good. Morning.” His job was one of meeting severa! 
hundred different people in a week—some he knew very 
well, some he knew slightly, and still others he was see- 
ing for the first time. By giving himself the five minutes 
with God daily he eliminated that “wrong side of the 
bed” attitude and look. His job wasn’t the easiest, be- 
cause often he was the first one to greet them with a 
“Good Morning.” He had a chance to start their day off. 
too, “in the right spirit.” Besides greeting people, he 
battled with rain, sleet, fog, snow, ice, wind, sunshine, 
headlights, and bad roads. His was a job that needed 
the assistance of another—God. 


Have you ever taken stock of your resources? Some of 
us have very few, others of us have a bountiful supply, 
but most of us never put them to work. I’ve seen people 
with time on their hands, but always too busy to do some- 
thing for God or to help others to carry on God’s work— 
even to addressing a few cards. We often wonder why 
people with so little to do, are always the people who find 
an excuse not to do many of the tasks asked for in carry- 
ing on God’s work. 


Let’s put our resources to work, at home, at work, in 
our church, and in our communities. We need to find 
Christ, we need to join with Him in love and fellowship. 
We may not all find Him as Gene did at a Christmas 
morning service, but He may be found at work, in school, 
or at play. Prepare yourself for Him. Search for Him. 
Be ready to accept Him and follow Him. 

There’s a job for each of us to do for Him—part-time 
as Sunday School teachers, members of the choir—or full- 
time service as pastors, missionaries, deaconesses and 
parish workers. His work is not just for a handful of 
workers—but for all of us. Will you serve Him? 
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News Notes 


®@ MANITOBA 

The 19th annual convention of the 
Manitoba District Luther League met at 
St. John’s Church, Winnipeg, on October 
10 and 11, 1948. Pastor K. Wulf of 
Trinity Church, Winnipeg, acted as Con- 
vention Chaplain and spoke on the con- 
vention theme, “Forward in Faith.” 

The following officers were elected or 
appointed to serve for the coming year: 
Miss Annelotte Moertelmeyer, Winnipeg, 
president; Walter Schultz, Winnipeg, 
vice-president; Arnold Pokrant, Rosen- 
feld, Manitoba, treasurer; Miss Noreen 
Klein, Winnipeg, recording secretary; 
Miss Ruth Hartig, Winnipeg, correspond- 
ing secretary; Harold Weitzel, Winnipeg, 
educational secretary; Miss Shirley 
Zieske, Winnipeg, missionary secretary; 
Leo Recksiedler, Rosenfeld, Manitoba, 
life service secretary; Miss Dorothy 
Brethauer, East Kildonan, Manitoba, 
“Ripples” Editor. 

The elected officers were installed at 
the evening Youth Service, at which 
Rey. E. Krisch of Thalberg, Manitoba, 
was liturgist and Rev. C. L. Monk, Ex- 
ecutive Secretary, Canadian Lutheran 
World Relief, the speaker. A cross was 
dedicated on the Life Service Flag at 
this service for Pastor Herbert Hartig, 
who was ordained in May, 1948. The 
choir, under the direction of Mr. Ed- 
ward Oswald, was composed of members 
of the three Winnipeg Leagues. 

The president, Miss Annelotte Moertel- 
meyer, reported that in the past year 
members of the executive committee of 
the M.D.L.L. and Leaguers from Winni- 
peg had gone to Friedensthal and Rosen- 
feld for youth rallies. Also, a Sports Day 
was held at Beausejour, at which Leag- 
uers from Thalberg and Winnipeg par- 
ticipated. A paper was given on “Roa- 
noke in 749” by Miss Wilma Munt, of 
Trinity Church, Winnipeg, and Leaguers 
were asked to give serious consideration 
to attending the convention of the Luther 
League of America in 1949. Mr. Archie 
Wagner, president of the Synodical 
Luther League of Western Canada, an- 
nounced the first convention of this 
newly formed group and plans were 
made for sending delegates. 

Mr. Henry Becker, a Leaguer of Trin- 
ity Church, Winnipeg, was the luncheon 
speaker. Mr. Harold Weitzel, educa- 
tional secretary of the M.D.L.L., gave a 
very interesting paper on “Forward in 
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Faith.” After an arranged outing, the 
group closed its convention by meeting 
with the Leaguers of the American Lu- 
theran Church for a Fellowship Banquet. 
“The Challenge of Our Times” was the 
theme of the guest speaker, Rev. E. 
Sigmar of Glenboro, Manitoba. 


SHORT LINES 


St. Andrew’s, Perkasie, Pa. (Min. of 
Pa.) is an up and going League. It 
functions with two groups—Intermediate 
and Senior. But one of their many help- 
ful and rather unique activities was the 
purchase of 1,000 printed postals for 
Grand View Hospital, which serves their 
area. Cards are used by hospital author- 
ities to notify pastors of the presence of 
members. Girls of the senior group also 
meet once a month as a Sewing Circle. 
In October 110 garments were given for 
needy families and institutions. 


Carroll District of the Luther League 
of Maryland held its second annual Re- 
formation Service on October 3lst with 
Rey. C. Leighton King, Long Island, 
N. Y., as the guest speaker. 


The Luther League of Incarnation 
Church, Columbia, S. C., specializes in 
originality. Each League meeting has 
two parts—a fellowship feature and a 
worship-discussion program. Having 
had a number of their Leaguers entering 
upon marital bliss during the recent past, 
they entertained the brides and grooms 
of 1947-1948 in a unique manner at a 
recent fellowship session. 


19th annual convention, Manitoba District Luther League, St. John’s, 


Winnipeg, October 10, 11, 1948. 


The Philadelphia District of the Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania Synod Luther League 
has three sections. Thanksgiving Rallies 
were held simultaneously in each. A 
special synod-planned program was used 
and the offerings were received for Lu- 
theran World Action. 


The Norristown Conference Luther 
League (Min. of Pa.) schedules a pil- 
grimage of its membership to some place 
of church interest each year. This year 
they visited the Topton Orphan’s Home, 
Topton, Pa. Reports are that they were 
much impressed with this institution of 
their church. 


Leaguers from St. Stephen’s, Lex- 
ington, S. C., joined others in presenting 
the dramatic feature, “Enlisted for 
Christ”, at the third annual Youth Rally 
of the South Carolina Synod at Colum- 
bia, S. C., recently. One of their number, 
Miss Martha Barre, wrote the worship- 


ful skit. 


The Senior Luther League of Trinity 
Church, Sioux City, Iowa, reports that 
they sponsored the showing of “Salt of 
the Earth” in their congregation recently. 


The Young People’s Group of the 
Luther League of Concordia, Buffalo, 
N. Y., has a unique plan for helping to 
build church attendance. They are 
equipping a nursery and will operate it 
every Sunday during the morning church 
hours. 


The largest group traveling the longest 
distance was doubtless the 24 Leaguers 
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Banquet, Synodical Luther League of California, Pasadena, California, September 4, 1948. 


from the Western District of the Mary- 
land Synodical Luther League who came 
to the Youth Rally scheduled by the 
Luther League of America at the Phila- 
delphia convention of the Church, Oc- 
tober 10. 


The Leaguers of Scalp Level, Pa. 
(Cen. Penna. Synod) report that they 
had 100% participation in the Youth 
Sunday service with their Council giv- 
ing an appropriation of $25 to swell 
their “Faith in Youth Offering.” 


Membership increase is the big item of 
interest with the Luther League of First 
Church, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. At a re- 
cent meeting they had 37 in attendance, 
many of whom responded for the first 
time to an invitation to come to League. 


Concerning the Youth Night celebra- 
tion at the Philadelphia convention of 
the U.L.C.A., Horace Swearer writes, 
“It is the concensus that the Rally was a 
grand success, not only from the atten- 
dance standpoint but also from the in- 
spiration and enthusiasm that it gave to 
our Leaguers on returning to the work 
in their local leagues and congregations.” 


On Youth Sunday the Luther League 
of St. Mark’s, Kenmore, N. Y., was giv- 
en the rare privilege of conducting the 
morning service as they presented a pic- 
ture of the Church’s youth work to their 
congregation. 


Hudson River District (Luther League 
of New Jersey) reports forty-three mem- 
bers in attendance at the great Youth 
Night staged by the Luther League of 
America in connection with the Phila- 
delphia convention of the U.L.C.A. The 
trip was made by bus. 
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© CALIFORNIA 


Trinity Church, Pasadena, California, 
was host to the second annual conven- 
tion of the California Synodical Luther 
League over the Labor Day weekend. 
The report is that this convention rallied 
“the youth of the Church in California 
on a more enthusiastic scale than has 
been sensed in many years.” 


“Youth Living Jesus’ Way” was the 
realistic theme which gave purpose and 
direction to the program of the three 
days. The principal speaker was the 
Rev. Joseph W. Frease, Executive Sec- 
retary of the Luther League of America, 
who used the convention theme as the 
subject of his inspiring sermon. 


Other speakers on the program in- 
cluded: Rev. James P. Beasom, D.D., 
President of the California Synod; Rev. 
H. Paul Romeis, pastor loci; Rev. Harold 
J. Lorimer, Alhambra, adviser; Rev. 
Boyce Van Osdel, San Bernardino; and 
Dr. Dan Engholm, Pasadena. 


A highlight of the social side of the 
convention was the largely attended ban- 
quet pictured above. Three hundred 
young people were present. A speech 
and a variety program was presented in 
connection with the gala meal. 


The following were elected to serve 
in the several offices for the ensuing 
year: William Fussell, Alhambra, presi- 
dent; Benjamin Torres, Jr., Santa Mon- 
ica, vice-president; Frieda Blotter, San 
Francisco, recording secretary; Beverly 
Forsberg, Pasadena, corresponding sec- 
retary; and Stanley Califf, Pasadena, 
treasurer. The impressive candlelight in- 
stallation service was conducted by Sec- 
retary Frease. 


@ MARYLAND 


The twenty-seventh annual convention 
of the Maryland Synodical Luther 
League met at St. John’s Church, Ha- 
gerstown, over the Labor Day weekend. 

The afternoon and evening of regis- 
tration day were devoted to recreational 
activities and entertainment features, 
climaxing with the program presented 
at Williamsport Community Hall by the 
Williamsport Luther League. 


The convention got down to serious 
affairs on Sunday morning with the spe- 
cial Church School class for conven- 
tioners taught by Miss Sarah Leiter. A 
feature of the morning service was the 
dedication of new crosses on the life 
service flag for those who had entered 
upon full-time life service since the last 
convention, 


At this service also the great theme, 
“At the Crossroads” began to work it- 
self out. “At the Crossroads of Faith” 
was the subject of the sermon’ presented 
by Rev. Robert W. Koons, assistant pas- 
tor at St. John’s. 


Sunday afternoon’s sessions were given 
over to Singspiration, greetings from the 
Luther League of America’s Robert T. 
Menges, a_ consideration of Luther 
League missionary work, and three dis- 
cussion groups. 


The discussion groups were based on 
the theme, “At the Crossroads of Free- 
dom”, with the following sub-titles and 
discussion leaders: “National Freedom” 
by Rev. Roland Ries: “Personal Free- 
dom” by Rev. F. E. Moreland; “Reli- 
gious Freedom” by Rev. Glenn Stahl. 
The convention chaplain, Rev. Francis 
Bell, conducted “Quiet Moments” to 
conclude the afternoon. 
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After an excellent fellowship supper 
at St. Mark’s, the evening service with 
the Holy Communion was celebrated. 
The sermon, “At the Crossroads of Fel- 
lowship”, was delivered by Rev. J. 
Frank Fife, president of the Maryland 
Synod. 

On Monday the Intermediates held a 
separate session at St. John’s while the 
seniors and young people conducted the 
business of the convention. Their de- 
votional service was in charge of West- 
ern District Leaguers and they listened 
to addresses by Rev. Mr. Ries and Mr. 
Menges on “At the Crossroads” and “Off 
to a New Start” respectively. 

Just preceding the evening’s banquet 
the installation of officers took place with 
the chaplain presiding. Highlighting the 
banquet, over which President Edna 
Wagner presided, was the address by 
Rey. Louis H. Valbracht on the subject, 
“At, the Crossroads of the Future.” 

Officers installed included the follow- 
ing persons: Robert Brooks, Baltimore, 
President; William Hann, Washington, 
First Vice-President; William Doub, Wil- 
liamsport, Second Vice President; Ruth 
Ellen Bollinger, Westminster, Recording 
Secretary; Dorothy Meyers, Hagerstown, 
Corresponding Secretary; Anna Price, 
Washington, Treasurer; Edna Wagner, 
Baltimore, and Dick Ackler, Baltimore, 
Members-at-Large. 


@® PENNSYLVANIA 


The German Conference Luther 


League was host to the 8th annual con- 
vention of the Ministerium’s League, 
at Philadelphia, Pa., Sept. 3-6. Sessions 
were held in Tabor and Zion-St. Mi- 
chael’s Churches. 

“The Victory of Faith’, based on I 
John 5:4, was the great theme around 
which the whole program turned. 

The Rey. Raymond L. Fetter, pastor, 
Christ Church, Elizabethtown, Pa., 
served as chaplain of the convention and 
brought a message from the Apostles’ 
Creed in five different periods of Quiet 
Moments. 

Major addresses were given by the 
following: “The Victory of Faith—Yes- 
terday” by Rev. Prof. John W. Dober- 
stein, Litt.D., Philadelphia, Pa.; “The 
Victory of Faith—Today” by Rev. Henry 


-C. Cornehlsen, D.D., Easton, Pa.; “The 


Victory of Faith—Tomorrow” by Rev. 
W. Paul Reumann, Lansdale, Pa.; “The 
Victory of Faith’ by Rev. Samuel E. 
Kidd, Norristown, Pa. 


A special session was given over to 


each of the major departments of Lu-. 


ther League activity for presentation of 
the work. A feature of the missionary 
department was a forum, “Lutheran Na- 
tionals Speak”. The following were 
heard: Fuad Nucho, Palestine; Herminio 
Diaz, Puerto Rico; Rev. James Liu, 
China; Miss Kushum Sokey, India. 
Three entertainment features were of- 
fered by the hosts. The first of these 
was a tour of the city’s historic spots. 
Another was the festive banquet. An 


afternoon and evening spent at Carson 
Simpson Farm, Willow Grove, Pa., where 
outdoor devotions, games, and supper 
were enjoyed. 

The representative of the Luther 
League of America, Mr. Clarence L. 
Neun, was featured on the occation of 
the presentation of the work of the edu- 
cational department. 


The Life Service presentation was’ 
high-lighted by the consecration of two 
new crosses for two pastors, former 
Leaguers, who entered the Ministry 
since the last convention. An effective 
Vocational Guidance Conference on the 


' Ministry, the Diaconate, Homemaking, 


Medicine (Doctor and Nursing), Teach- 
ing, and Business was conducted by 
eight persons. 


Rev. Earl F. Rahn, D.D., Secretary 
for Christian Education of the Minister- 
ium, conducted the impressive candle- 
light installation service for the follow- 
ing persons to close the convention: 
Oscar Lingle, Harrisburg, President; 
William Rice, Tamaqua, First Vice-Presi- 
dent; W. Horace Swearer, Phoenixville, 
Second Vice-President; Verna Rohrbach, 
Bethlehem, Secretary; Violet E. Gehrig, 
S. Temple, Assistant Secretary; William 
H. Keyser, Philadelphia, Treasurer; Mrs. 
Howard Turkheimer, Jr., Philadelphia, 


Executive Secretary; and Mary Ellen 
Belles, Williamsport, Alfred Ledder, 
Philadelphia, Betty Miller, Haddon 


Heights, N. J., Lucile Gerhard, Weather- 
ly, Members-at-Large. 


8th annual convention, 
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Luther League, Ministerium of Pa., 


Philadelphia, Pa., Septemb>r 3-6, 1948. 
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_ British Guiana 
_ Leaguers Have 
— Own Project 


By Elaine Wagner 


St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church, Le Ressouvenir, British Guiana, S. A., 
current project of the Luther League of that country 


‘ 


All active Luther Leaguers in America are aware of 
their great project—the building of the Skeldon High 
School in British Guiana. No doubt, the mere mention 
of it brings to the minds of many of you hours of planning 
and work in order to meet the objective. Well, British 
Guiana’s Leaguers know what it is to “dig” to reach a 
goal because they have a project too—and a big one! 

Three years ago, 1945, the Luther League of British 
Guiana adopted as its local objective the building of a 
chapel in British Guiana. At that time the estimated cost 
of a church such as they had in mind was $2200. Many 
thought it a big undertaking. Some expressed doubts and 
fears, but as Pastor W. J. Wolff brought out in his con- 
vention sermon, they went “forward with God” in faith 
into the unknown. They saw in this a “field in Anathoth” 
(Jeremiah 32:6-9); they dared to make the bargain. In 
five years the goal was to be realized. 

The first year $200 was raised; the second year, about 
$600. The Church of British Guiana then offered an in- 
ducement by informing the Luther League that when 
the first $1000 was secured, the church would forward the 
necessary amount in order that work on the building 
might be begun. 

Through the special appeal made by the Luther League 
President, Claude Fredericks, at the end of 1947 the 
$1000 mark was reached, and it was decided that the 
Luther League Chapel was to be built on Le Ressouvenir 
Plantation where Lutherans have been working since 1940, 
using a home as a place of worship. 

At the Fifth Annual Convention, held August 29, 30, 
delegates and visitors of British Guiana’s twenty-four 
leagues beheld St. Andrew Lutheran Church which was 
made possible through their efforts and was to be dedi- 
cated at the opening of convention. It is a lovely church, 
one they can well be proud of. One Luther League Em- 
blem is placed above the door to remind worshippers 
that St. Andrew Church isa gift of the Luther League. 

In Pastor P. A. Magalee’s very fitting dedication ser- 
mon he said, “We have met to dedicate a temple to God, 
and within these walls are many temples—temples of the 
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Holy Ghost. As we dedicate this church, let us rededicate 
and reconsecrate ourselves which are also temples of God.” 


All Leaguers were anxious for Sunday evening when 
each League would report the amount of its contribu- 
tion for the year 1948. Delegates of old Ebenezer were 
second to announce their contribution which was $100. 
Everyone was pleased, and all relaxed, feeling confident 
that no League would top that. One by one the delegates 
went up and most of the groups met or surpassed the 
general goal of $25 for each League. Then delegates 
from Maria Henrietta on the Berbice River, walked to the 
front. The President, beaming, read, “$100 .. .” His 
voice was suspended; there was a general stir and buzz 
throughout the church (the loudest buzz was surely from 
disturbed Ebenezer delegates); then followed: “. . . and 
five dollars and two cents!” This gift of $105.02 exceeded 
all others. The total 1948 contribution amounted to $831, 
bringing the total raised in three years to over $1600. 


According to the original estimate there would only 
be $600 to raise in the next two years, but on Monday 
at the business meeting the church had to report that in- 
stead of the estimated $2200, St. Andrew Luthéran Church 
had cost $3950, because of increased prices. Would the 
leaguers be disappointed? Would they have the courage 
to attempt meeting the goal within the next two years? 
It was soon evident that their spirit had not waned, for 
with little discussion it was voted that they tackle the 
remaining $2300 in the next two years. 

A forceful and challenging message by Pastor Hector 


Magalee brought the Fifth Annual Convention to a close. 


He pointed out the inspiration that this successful pro- 
ject would surely bring to the whole church, and stressed 
British Guiana’s great need for educated young men and 
young women who have God in their lives. 

And so ended a convention that will long live in the 
minds of many leaguers! Some endured great hardships 
to be present. Three boys bicycled forty-five miles. An- 
other group had to go on to Georgetown because the train 
did not stop at LeRessouvenir, and then they had to walk 
back those six miles carying their luggage. 
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THE “GOODS” ON GAMBLING 
By PAUL H. COVER, New Brighton, Pa. 


DISCUSSION PATTERN 
Why? It is the purpose of this topic to present 
the plain facts about gambling—the high improba- 
bility of the individual winning, the risk in his con- 
tinuing to try to re-coup his losses, and the baneful 
effect upon his moral philosophy and his personal 
character. 


How? Collect some of the accoutrements of 
gambling—a racing form, dice, poker chips, cards, 
etc.—and acquaint the members of the group with 
their use. Follow this explanation of the mechanics 
of gambling with a presentation of the basic ma- 
terial, and continue with a forum discussion, using 
the suggested questions and any ideas which are 
inspired by the topic. 


@ PROGRAM 

Invocation: “Of Crime and Punishment” from the Prophet 
by Kahlil Gibran (first 35 lines) 

Hymn: “Oh Jesus, I Have Promised” (PSH 155) 

Scripture: I Timothy 6:1-12 and/or St. Luke 19:12-28 

Hymn: “Beautiful Saviour” (PSH 184) 

Offering 

Prayer: Read together after the manner of a speech choir 
the words of the hymn, “Dear Lord and Father of 
Mankind” (PSH 223) 

The Topic and Discussion 

Hymn: “Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak” 
(PSH 279) 

Benediction: Last verse of hymn, “Abide With Us, Our 
Saviour” (PSH 318) 


@® FUEL FOR THE FORUM 

1. Is there legalized gambling in your town? 

2. Where can you gamble illegally in your town? 

3. Is anything being done about it through law en- 
forcement? 

4. What can the church do about it? 

5. How can we promote a hobby program in town? 
And how can we promote a program of education on the 
goods on gambling? 

6. Why is there so little conscience about gambling, 
even among church people? 
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@ SEE RESOURCE ARTICLE (Pages 2 and 3) 
(Continued from Page 3) 

The classic example of people’s extreme cupidity oc- 
curred some time ago when one of our leading columnists 
wrote a particularly blistering expose of a tipster operating 
in New York. The next day his (the columnist’s) office 
was flooded with letters containing dollars which he was 
requested to forward to the tipster for tip sheets. 


The Real Issue 

The type of mind which believes in luck cannot be ap- 
pealed to with logic. This leaves the moral issue as the 
one and only weapon which might be used effectively 
against gambling and its insidious by-products of crime 
and political corruption. A solution is not to be found in 
legislation and law enforcement so long as our so-called 
“good” people respond with such eagerness to the beck- 
oning finger of “Lady Luck”. Legalized gambling is purely 
a desperation measure. 

This leaves a wide open field for the church and its 
affiliated organizations. One might suggest that the ini- 
tiative could be taken by young people’s groups. Perhaps 
a program of education designed to reach outside the 
church itself would be a start in the right direction. There 
is food for thought also in the observation that gambling 
is seldom indulged in by people who have some absorbing 
interest, whether it is their vocation or a hobby such as 
fishing, photography, or cabinet-making. However, it is 
not the intention of this article to suggest a solution to 
the problem of gambling, but rather to offer a few obser- 
vations which tend only to prove that there can be no easy 
solution. 


@ MORE TO READ 

“Suckers Don’t Wanna Be 
November, 1948. 

“Pin-Money Plungers”, Reader’s Digest, June, 1942. 

“Why I'll Never Gamble Again”, Magazine Digest, Feb- 
ruary, 1947. 

“What Is Good Gambling?” The Christian Century, No- 
vember 27, 1946. 

“What’s the Harm in Gambling?” Pamphlet. Write “The 
Sunday School Times,” Moody Press, Chicago, Ill. 

“Gambling in the Pool Room,” The Lutheran, January 22, 
1947 | 

“Only Bingo in Town,” The Lutheran, January 29, 1947 

“Gambling,” Ecclesia Plantanda, January, 1947. Board of 
American Missions, 231 Madison Avenue, New York 
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Told”, Readers Digest, 
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Refuting What They Say 


2—“‘Everybody Does It” 
Romans 12:1, 2 
*9—“So What?” 

Galatians 6:7-10 m 
16—“‘Eat, Drink, and Be Merry! 
Ephesians 5:15-21 

23—“‘What’s In It For Me?” 
Mark 8:34-88 - 

80—“Christianity Won’t Wor 
I Corinthians 1:18-25 


This issue contains two months 
of topics for Young People, those 
18 years old and over. In the fu- 
ture each issue will contain topics 
for the month ahead. For example, 
in February, March topics, etc. 


REFUTING WHAT THEY SAY: (1) “EVERYBODY DOES IT” 
Romans 12:1, 2 


By THE REV. GEO. J. BAISLER, New Kensington, Pa. 


@ HINTS TO THE LEADER 


The meeting may be advertised in advance 
by having posters put up around the church 
with the words, “Everybody Does It.” Several 
members of the League may be _ prevailed 
upon to use the phrase freely in their conver- 
sations. Then, the week previous to the meet- 
ing, the posters should be dated and the name 
of the society added. 

The topic may be started by several con- 
versational scenes. In these scenes the partici- 
pants are asked why they do certain things, 
to which they respond, “Everybody Does It!’ 
Such scenes should be built around snobbish 
habits, use of slang, extreme customs in wear- 
ing apparel, even faked drunkenness or girls 
smoking cigarettes, if deemed advisable or 
convenient, and so forth. 


@ SOME QUESTIONS FOR 
THE DISCUSSION PERIOD 


How many of our actions and habits today 
are deternrined by this philosophy, “Everybody 
Does It?” 

Does it influence what we wear? 

Does it have anything to do with the way 
we cast our vote at school or elsewhere? 

Is the language we use influenced in any 
way by it? 

Are any of the songs we sing made popular 
by this philosophy? 

What are some other things we do just be- 
cause “‘everybody does it?” 

Can you conceive of any times when it might 
be right to resort to this philosophy? If so, 
when? (See conclusion of topic material. ) 


© PROGRAM 


“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
(PSH 23; CYH* 14) 
The Lesson: Romans 12:1, 2 
Read Responsively Psalm 1. 
Prayer: (Collect No. 40, PSH; Prayer No. 47, 
CYH*) 
Hymn: “In the Hour of Trial’ 
CYH* 218) 
The Offering 
The Topic and Discussion 
Prayer: (while “He Leadeth Me’, PSH 304, 
is played softly on piano or organ) 
Let prayer take form of pauses of silent 
intercession using the following bids: 
Leader: ; 
Let us confess that we too often have fol- 
lowed the crowd. 


Hymn: 


(PSH 301; 
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Let us ask forgiveness for our selfishness and 
lack of courage to stand for what is right. 

Let us thank God for His Son, His Word, 
and every Christian influence. 

Let us ask for strength to follow His way 
rather than that of the world. 

Let us pray that we may be a blessed in- 
fluence to our friends. 

Let us pray for our society, our Church, 
and every influence for good. 

Let us pray that the day may come when 
hosts will join us in saying, ‘Everybody 
is following the Master.’ 

We ask it all because of Him and in His 
blessed Name. Amen. 

Hymn: “Take My Life and Let It Be” 
‘ (PSH 278; CYH* 249) 


* Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 


the United Lutheran Publication House. 


®@ THE TOPIC 

Everybody- does it! There are some 
questions we want to ask about that 
statement. Let’s make this meeting large- 
ly one of questions? Let’s examine that 
statement very closely and subject it to 
cross-examination. 


Some Questions 

1. Everybody does what? Now if it’s 
fads and fashions, such as, bobby socks, 
haircuts and do ups, slacks, sport shirts 
with tails out, shorts, etc., it doesn’t 
really matter very much. But if it per- 
tains to morals and habits of life it does 
make a tremendous difference. And it’s 
this latter that is usually meant when 
people argue that “Everybody Does It.” 
By it they seek to justify drinking, neck- 
ing, cribbing, smoking, and all that’s 
wrong and questionable. 

2. Why do they say it? They say it 
when they suspect that what they want 
to do is somewhat shady, or question- 
able, or perhaps absolutely wrong. They 
use this flippant expression to try to 


FEBRUARY 
Insistent Questions 


6—Why Be Good? 
I John 3:1-3 

13—Does Kindness Always Pay? 
I Corinthians 13 


20—Why Do the Wicked Prosper? 
Psalm 73:1-28 


27—How Can I Know God’s Will? 
' I John 2:20-29 


justify their actions in their own sight 
and before the eyes of others. When 
we use it, we are trying to convince 
ourselves and others—usually our elders 
—that such things as drinking, smoking, 
cheating, petting, working on Sunday, 
using slang, foul and even profane talk, 
playing the hypocrite, etc. are all right 
because, “Everybody Does It.” If 
“Everybody Does It,” it must be all 
right. It just can’t be wrong. 


3. Why not be fair and consistent? 
Why always use this expression only 
when questionable and wrong matters 
are involved..Why not say to mother, 
“Let me wash the dishes, Everybody 
Does It?” Or why not say to dad, “Let 
me clean and polish the car, Everybody 
Does It? It wouldn’t be any more of a 
lie—if as much—and we would at least 
be fair with this phrase and using it 
very impartially. If we are in the habit 
of using it, let’s go all the way with it, 
and the next time use it when we see 
someone doing something we know is 
right and ought to be done but don’t 
want to, and then say, “But I'll Do It, 
because eyerybody does it.” For example, 
we see some poor unfortunate or under- 
privileged soul being befriended and we 
don’t make a habit of doing it, but we 
know we should. Why not say, “Every- 
body Does It?” 


4. Do we really want to mimic or 
imitate others? We dislike it very much 
when our parents hold up others as an 
example and say, “so-and-so” does this 
or that. Do we want our life to be regi- 
mented? Would we want it to become 
just the same as others and lose our 
individuality and personal characteristics? 
Surely, we don’t want to become lost 
in the mob. Dr. Fosdick in his excellent 
book, “On Being a Real Person” says, 
“The central business of every human 
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being is to be a real person. We possess 
by nature the factors out of which per- 
sonality can be made, and to organize 
them into effective personal life is every- 
one’s primary responsibility.” 

5. What would happen if everybody 
did itP Did what? Even if they all did 
the same harmless and non-moral things, 
how deadly would be the monotony of 
life. But all the habits of people are not 
identical. Everybody does not wear the 
same kind of clothes, or go to see the 
same movies, or even attend the same 
church of a given denomination in a 
community. Because this statement is 
not true, life has variety and color. 


6. Does everybody really do it? Does 
everybody do the questionable things? 
Does everybody pet, and drink, and 
smoke, and tell indecent stories. This 
assertion is no more true than that every- 
one wears the same kind of clothing or 
attends the same operas. 


Not all smoke, by any means. We 
know of many who are very averse to 
it because they know it is not an aid to 
health. We know of still others who 
quit not only because of physical in- 
firmities but for economic reasons. They 
paused, took inventory, and discovered 
that they were wasting a lot of good 
money. 


Not all pet. Hosts of young couples 
follow wholesome diversions and _pas- 
times while they are together. They like 
to read, engage in hobbies and hand 
craft, take in lectures, movies, or operas, 
visit other couples, participate in sports, 
or engage in dozens of other activities 
that improve their time and help build 
sterling Christian character. 


Not all drink. Ministers in the great 
majority do not. Even if they have no 
scruples against it, they value their repu- 
tation too highly to indulge. Most teach- 
ers and educators are far above it. Avi- 
ators, operators of railroad trains, ath- 
letes, and many other responsible and 
successful people do not touch it. Even 
employees in the best distilleries are not 
allowed to drink. The makers of the 
stuff know full well that it is not fit to 
touch, that its use effects the produc- 
tivity of workers. They know very well 
that “everybody does not do it.” 


We admit that too many do do it. 
There are hosts of people in this. world 
who are willing to follow the majority, 
no matter how low the standards. That’s 
one reason why the world is in the 
condition it is. And that’s why more and 
more of us must not follow the crowd. 
That leads to our last and greatest ques- 
tion. 
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7. Why not be different? Why not 
do the unusual? Wherein lies the most 
satisfaction—to follow or to lead? Whom 
do people, yes whom do you, admire 
most—those who do what everybody 
does or those who dare to be different, 
stand for their convictions, and assert 
their Christian principles and ideals? 


The “everybody does it” type is not 
the winner. Oh, he may be popular for 
a while, but in the end he loses out. 
Nobody respects his “wishy-washy” 
ways. But the young man or young wo- 
man who stands for his or her convic- 
tions is respected by all whose respect 
is worth having. 


Some Illustrations 

In the early days of Christianity a 
certain master in helping further the 
persecution of Christians ordered all his 
servants to denounce Christ or lose their 
valuable positions. All but one denied 
the Lord Christ. The employer was 
brought to reflection. Realizing that one 
who courageously stood for Christ made 
the best sort of servant, he repented, 
kept this man in his service, and dis- 
charged all the others who had not the 
courage to stand for their convictions. 


During the depression years of the 
early thirties a certain Lutheran man 
refused to work on Sundays despite the 
tremendous amount of unemployment. 
As a consequence, he was readily re- 
tained and worked every week day of 
the depression. A man of such convic- 
tions makes a trusty servant. 


After the adult catechetical class a 
young girl came to the pastor and in- 
formed him that she was having to drop 
out of the class. She told him that her 
fiancee was bitter against the Church 
and she had to make a choice between 
him and the class; it could not be both. 
The pastor gave her a week to make her 
decision for the Church and God or the 
young man and his atheism. The next 
week she was back and announced her 
decision to stay in the class regardless 
of consequences. Some months later the 
young man also presented himself for 
Church membership. He did not forsake 
the young lady, Instead, he realized that 
one who was true to her God would 
make the best kind of wife. The gra- 
cious Christian way in which she con- 
ducted herself made him want not only 
her but also her God. 


Some Reflections 
So don’t say, “Everybody -does it.” 
Everybody does not do it! That's the 
slogan of the coward. Dare to be dif- 


ferent! Dare to follow Christ, to be a 
leader with Him. He never said, “Every- 
body does it.’ He never blindly fol- 
lowed the crowd, but always led. Let 
us be more like Him. 

And té be like Him we must fellow- 
ship with Him. That is what our scrip- 
ture lesson means. Let us listen to it 


again. (Read or have read Romans 
12:1, 2). Christ wants our all in His 
service. He gave His all for us and it 


is only reasonable that we should give 
our bodies, yes our very all, a living 
sacrifice to Him in the service of His 
kingdom. 

To accomplish this, Paul tells us here 
in our scripture lesson we must not be 
“conformed to this world; but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your 
mind.” Daily we must read His holy 
word; daily we must commune with Him 
in prayer; daily we must think His 
thoughts with Him; daily, constantly, 
repeatedly we must renew our mind in 
blessed fellowship with Him. Great is 
the temptation to be conformed to this 
world. But we must pay the price and 
so live with Christ in Bible reading, 
prayer, thought, word, and deed until 
we become transformed into His like- 
ness. 


Then shall we have the courage to 
challenge every temptation that comes 
in the words, “Everybody does it.” Then 
shall we say rather, “The Wise follow 
Christ.” “He is the way, the truth, and 
the life.’ Then shall we be able to en- 
dure the mocking, ridicule, and perse- 
cution* that comes our way. For if we 
are true to Christ it will come. He him- 
self has told us, “If they persecuted me, 
they will also persecute you.” But he has 
also added, “Blessed are they that are 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 
theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.” 
Blessed are they who take up their cross 
and follow Him. 

It is upon such that this chaotic world 
of our depends. Without them it will go 
to ruin. They are the real leaders, the 
trail blazers. If any of us has not already, 
will he not now join Christ’s forces and 
stand for truth and righteousness and 
some day win His “Well done”? Don’t 
be deceived by those who flippantly 
say, “Everybody does it” and some day 
hear His, “Depart from me!” So, never 
say, or let anyone say to you, “Every- 
body does it!” When they do, let this 
be your reply: “The wise follow Christ!” 


@ WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS 


II Corinthians 10:12. How often we say, “So 
and so does this or that. I am better than he 
is, therefore I ought to be able to do this.” 
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Maybe we don’t say that aloud, but only too 
often we think it. But Paul would have us 
know it is unwise to compare ourselves with 
others. Only one is our Standard—Jesus the 
Christ. Let us follow Him! ‘ 


Genesis 18:16-33. Most movements, even 
Christianity, have started with a minority. God 
listened to Abraham and saved Sodom because 
of a righteous minority. God can work wonders 
through us, even though we are in the minor- 
ity, if we are willing to take our stand with 
Him. 


Galatians 5:1, “Ye are bought with a price.” 
We are God’s dear children. Much is expected 
of us. Will we stoop to follow those of low 
standards? Will we disappoint God and _ fail 
to fulfill our mission? 


Ephesians 5:1, 2. As dear children of God, 
through Christ, we must ever be followers of 
Him. As such, our lives must radiate love. 
We must let our light shine regardless of the 
consequences and in spite of the temptations. 


Proverbs 23:26. The secret to a true Christian 
life is a consecrated heart. Our eyes must ever 
be fixed upon God and His ways. We must not 
be concerned to imitate what everybody else 
does. The majority is often wrong. Only God’s 
approval and His final ‘‘well done” are worth 


while. 


Matthew 16:26. Suppose you do win a lot of 
popularity and stand high in the eyes of the 
world. What has it profited you if thereby 
you have neglected the lasting and, enduring 
thing and ruined your own soul—your own 
character. What is there in the world that is 
worth your soul and eternal blessedness with 
the Lord and loved ones gone on before? 


Matthew 5:10-16. Are you being persecuted? 
If not, better ask whether you have taken your 
stand with the Lord. If you are, is it for 
righteousness’ sake? Cheer up! Be glad! Re- 
joice! You are on the Lord’s side. Right must 
in the end win. Keep right on, regardless of 
sneers and scorn, for the world is in need of 
the savor of your salt and the glow of your 
light. 


®@ ADDITIONAL SOURCE MATERIAL 


“On Being a Real Person’”—Harry Emerson 
Fosdick. Harper and Brothers. 

“Two Words’—Margaret Slattery. The Pilgrim 
Press. 50 cents. Full of illustrations of those 
who did and those who did not follow the 
crowd. 

“Social Progress” June 1941; Article, “Some 
People Don’t Drink” by Albert Palmer. 


REFUTING WHAT THEY SAY: (2) “SO WHAT?” 
Galatians 6:7-10 


By THE REV. SAMUEL P. DIEHL, Jr., Louisville, Ky. 


@ PREPARATION 


It will be well to have one person present 
this topic. Plan for a discussion period to fol- 
low in which all may take part. This topic 
deals chiefly with a cynical attitude displayed 
by young people. It may be well to spend a 
little time scanning the local newspapers and 
current magazines for examples of this paral- 
yzing cynicism which threatens to overthrow 
the Christian ideals of young people. 


© SUGGESTED PROGRAM 


Soft Music 

Invocation 
Leader: “In the Name of the Father, and 

of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” 
Response: ‘‘Amen.” 
Hymn: “Faith of Our Fathers, Living Still.’’ 
(PSH 189; CYH* 212) 

Responsive Reading—Psalm 1 

Scripture: Galatians 6:7-10 

Gloria Patri 

Prayer: “Almighty and Everlasting God, Who 
of Thy great mercy in Jesus Christ, Thy Son, 
dost grant us forgiveness of sins, and all 
things pertaining to life and godliness: Grant 
us, we beseech Thee, Thy Holy Spirit, that 
He may so rule our hearts, that we, being 
ever mindful of Thy fatherly mercy, may 
strive to mortify the flesh, and to overcome 
the world; and serving Thee in holiness and 
pureness of living, may give Thee con- 
tinual thanks for all Thy goodness, through 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, Our Lord, Amen,” 
(Collect 82 PSH) 2 

Presentation of Topic 

Discussion and Questions 

Offering 

Hymn: “Saviour, Again to Thy Dear Name” 

(PSH 820; CYH*® 134) 
The Lord’s Prayer and Benediction 


*® Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 
the United Lutheran Publication House. 


@ THE TOPIC 

“More high school students will enter 
mental institutions and hospitals within 
the next year than will enter college,” 
said the Rev. Aaron L. Rutledge, Chap- 
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lain of the Central State Hospital, Lake- 
land, Kentucky, as he addressed the 
Ministerial Association, Louisville, Ky. 

When the ‘editor asked the writer to 
prepare this topic, he explained: “The 
counselors of youth, as well as their par- 
ents, sometimes go through with the 
process of reasoning things out with 
them only to have them respond: “So 
What?” “It is,” he continued, “the evi- 
dence of a paralyzing cynicism which 
threatens to overthrow their Christian 
ideals.” 


There is a correlation between these 
two statements. One which should cause 
us all a great deal of concern and 
thought. Here we see two symptoms of 
the deadly, cynical ‘so what’ attitude. 
When we try to analyze it there is the 
tendency to blame it on many, many 
things—other than the true source of 
all our troubles—ourselves. True, many 
young people feel they are living in a 
world that is insecure. There is a feel- 
ing, also, that they are not needed. This 
causes them to feel frustrated. Then 
last of all, and most of all, there is the 
attitude that life is without a purpose— 
without meaning. But let us get back 
to the source of our malady, ourselves. 
We have, in a word, forgotten God. We 
are reaping what we have sown. 


Where We Find This Attitude 
At School: We have been taught that 
honesty in the class-room, especially 
when taking an examination, is one of 


the cardinal virtues. Yet, there are those 
who feel that the use of a “pony” or a 
“crib” is perfectly all right—if you don’t 
get caught. When you try to reason with 
such individuals they shrug their shoul- 
ders and reply, “So What?” 

At Work: Here you find the “gold- 
bricker,” that specimen of humanity who 
tries to slide by. He expends the least 
amount of energy for the largest amount 
of pay. You speak to him about doing 
an honest day’s work for the company, 
he looks at you rather coldly and ex- 
claims: “So What?” 


At Home. Here dwells the self-cen- 
tered individual who believes the family 
exists for him alone—and, of course, his 
desires and needs take first place over 
everyone else’s. When approached with 
the idea of cooperation with, or respect 
for, the other members of the family, he 
flippantly replies: “So What?” _ 

At Church: Here we have “Mr. So- 
What” in all his glory! He is the in- 
different, careless, superficial individual 
who doesn’t care if the church holds 
services or not. He attends—when he 
feels like it. He contributes to the finan- 
cial support of the Church—when he is 
present. He doesn’t profess to be a good 
Christian, but he does try to do what is 
right—and that is the thing that matters 
—so he thinks. Speak to him of personal 
sin, indifference and disregarding God, 
and although he may not express it, 
you know he thinks: “So What?” 


These are only a few examples of the 
cynical attitudes found all around us. 
In every crowd, in every home, in every 
school, in every Church—wherever you 
go—you meet those who are cynical... 
cynical about life, their boss, their fam- 
ily, their God, and even themselves. 
They are folks who are mentally and 
spiritually frustrated. They are folks who 
are reaping what they have sowed. 


Refuting What They Say 

First, we must be certain that our 
own house is in order. We must be cer- 
tain that we are not cynical. If, by word 
or action, we give the impression that 
we are not certain of what we believe, 
then there is little hope that we can be 
of any value in helping others. 

Second, We must set an example of a 
believer. This is the best way to refute. 
Jesus said: “By their fruits ye shall know 
them.” By being faithful to the Christ 
we then have a’ source of strength that 
will help others as well as ourselves. 


Third, Lead the cynical to Jesus! 
Christ is the one the cynical person 
needs. For it is Jesus who gives life its 
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meaning—its purpose. A man or woman 
who has a purpose in life, who is striv- 
ing for some great goal, is seldom 
cynical. 

This I believe is the solution to the 
“So What?” attitude. What do you think? 


-@ BIBLIOGRAPHY 


“What Youth Wants Most,’ Elizabeth 
Tate, Ladies Home Journal, August, 
1948. 

“Alternative to Futility,’. Elton True- 
blood, Harper and Bros., 1948. 

“Christian Ethics,’ A. D. Mattson, Au- 
gustana Book Concern, 1938 


® QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 


Are we justified in saying that this “So 
What!”’ attitude is due to the recent war? 


How can we refute this attitude when the 
individual does not believe that he is respon- 
sible? 


Have we disregarded God’s will in this so- 
called “Atomic Age”? In what ways? What is 
the result of such actions? 


What can each of us do personally to com- 
bat this cynicism? 


® WHAT GOD SAYS 


Matthew 16:24-28. Jesus indicates what we 
can expect if we choose to follow Him, but He 
also points out that this is the only way to 
find one’s life. 


Luke 16:10-13. The truly honest and upright 
person is the one who acts in private as he 
does in public. Your life must be unified. A 
two-faced person is a house divided, destined 
to fall. 


Matthew 5:13-16. Here is our purpose for 
living! z 
Matthew 5:17-19. This is what is expected of 
us as we go about this task of living and mak- 
ing a life. 


Luke 6:37-42, The need for setting our house 
in order. 


Luke 6:43-45. Our actions are the best indica- 
tion of our thoughts. ““By your actions you 
shall be known.” 


Luke 7:24-29. Doing the will of Christ is an 
insurance policy against self-destruction. Jesus 
gives His followers a set of inner-braces which 
enables them to stand when those around 
them are frustrated and confused. 


REFUTING WHAT THEY SAY: (3) “EAT, DRINK AND BE MERRY!” 
Ephesians 5:15-31 


By THE REV. WILLIAM LEIGH BELL, Fredericksburg, Va. 


@ METHOD SUGGESTIONS 


Select a good actor from wtihin your group. 
Have him (Mr. Z) meet with you and your 
adviser well in advance of the meeting. Work 
out an introductory skit along the lines of the 
one to be mentioned here. The costume and 
make-up of Mr. Z should convey the “eat, 
drink, and be merry” idea, but don’t overdo 
it. He should make his appearance just as you 
begin to introduce the topic. 

Mr. Z: (Hesitantly) Uh-I-I guess I’m in the 
wrong place. “ 

Leader: Well-no-no, wait a minute. Maybe 
you’re in the right place. I think you can help 
us. 

Mr. Z: Me? Help you? What do you want 
me to do? 


Leader: Well, we’re about to discuss various 
attitudes toward life. You can help us by tell- 
ing us what your attitude is. 


Mr. Z: My opinion? I believe in really living! 


Leader: Good! So do we! What’s your 
recipe? 
Mr. Z: That’s easy. Eat,’ drink, and. be 


merry! That’s the way to get the most out of 
life. 

Leader: (Thoughtfully) “Eat, drink, and be 
merry!’ That’s the way to get the most out of 
life? 

Mr. Z: You don’t agree with me? What’s 
wrong with that? 

Leader: Have a chair, and let’s talk about 
it. 

The material for this topic is divided so 
that Mr. Z. can introduce its various phases 
with questions. Answering him should put 
each of your young people upon his mettle. 
Guide them in clear cut rebuttals. To get 
answers that are exclamation points and not 
question marks, you must have your own 
ideas crystallized. 

A word of warning! If use of Mr. Z will 
result in low comedy or anything offensive, 
skip it! If his role can be carried through ser- 
iously and in good taste, go to it! 

You may find it more satisfactory to intro- 
duce the topic by asking the group to volun- 
teer the arguments set forth by the “eat, 
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drink, and be merry” philosophy. Write them 
on a blackboard as they are mentioned. Then 
start down the list and blast them one by one. 
Help your members in rallying their Christian 
convictions to refute these arguments. 
For a _ thought-provoking conclusion, 
each of your young people write his own 
“obituary.”” Pass out paper and pencils. Sug- 
gest that each young person seriously con- 
sider the things he desires most of all to ac- 
complish. Let him set these things down in 
the past tense as if they have actually hap- 
pened. Compare and evaluate the results. 


@ PLANNED WORSHIP 


Hymn: 


have 


“Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart” 

(PSH 816; CYH* 87) 
Responsive Reading: Psalm 8 
Gloria Patri 


Prayer: “An Evening Prayer” 

(No. 23, Page 27, PSH) 
Lesson: Ephesians 5:15-21 
Hymn: ‘Who is On the Lord’s Side?” 


(PSH 159; CYH* 228) 
Presentation of Topic 
Questions and Discussion 
Offering 
Hymn: “Rise Up, O Men of God” 
(PSH 289; CYH* 243) 
Benediction 


* Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 
the United Lutheran Publication House. 


@-THE TOPIC 


What Is Most Important? 

A great Chinese Christian has re- 
counted the thoughts which came to him 
in an air raid. It happened in Chung- 
king. He was flat on his back in a field. 
The night skies were filled with the roar 
of bombers as one formation after the 
other came in over the city. In the light 
of bursting bombs and burning homes 
he saw so very clearly what mattered 


most. Some of the things he had once 
thought important lost their significance 
in those moments. What mattered most 
of all to him was his relationship to God. 


“I am the Lord thy God . . . Thou 
shalt have no other gods before me” | 
(Exodus 20:2; 3). Thus spoke Moses 
the words God had written into his heart 
up on the heights of Sinai. 


A person’s relationship to God is fun- 
damental. Man was intended to live in 
the presence of God. God is his natural 
environment. To try to live otherwise 
is to be like a fish out of water. Jesus 
spoke of a sheep lost in a dangerous 
ravine, a coin lost in a dark corner, a 
son lost in a far country. To put some- 
thing, anything at all, before God is to 
forsake Him. When that happens, man is 
out of place. If a person is at odds with 
God, he is at odds with all of life. 


How Far Can a Christian Go 
Without Getting Into Trouble? 
That is a revealing question. It sug- 
gests that the person who asks it is 
looking for trouble. The Christian isn’t 
interested in how far he can go in the 
wrong direction. When Jesus pointed out 
the first and great commandment, the 
word “all” went marching right through 
it. “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy strength, and with all 
thy mind” (Luke 10:27). To condition 
that love is to destroy it. The Christian 
is not interested in just staying within 
bounds. He is not going backward. He 
is going forward. We do not sing, “Back- 
ward, Christian Soldiers.” We sing, “On- 
ward, Christian soldiers.” 


The question also suggests the possi- 
bility of fence straddling. Not many 
years ago a book was published which 
bore the title, “One Foot in Heaven.” 
It told the story of a clergyman who 
thought he could sometimes serve God 
best by serving the devil. Thoughtful 
readers finished the book with a good 
idea as to the location of the other foot. 
Actually there is no such thing as having 
one foot in heaven. It’s either both feet 
or none. Luther wasn’t standing on one 
foot when he made: that glorious pro- 
fession of faith in the city of Worms. 


Jesus made it clear that the person 
who is not totally for Him is totally 
against Him (Matthew 12:30). There is 
no neutrality. Neither is there the pos- 
sibility of serving two masters (Matthew 
6:24). 


Doesn’t the Christian Miss a Lot? 
This question seems to indicate that 
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the Christian wears a ball and chain. 
It suggests that his faith works a severe 
hardship upon him. But Jesus said, “I 
am come that they might have life, and 
that they might have it more abun- 
dantly” (John 10:10). Paul said, “Stand 
fast therefore in the liberty wherewith 
Christ hath made us free, and be not 
entangled again with the yoke of bond- 
age (Galatians 5:1). 

What does freedom mean? Does it 

meant to be free to destroy ourselves and 
others? Jesus said, “I am the vine, ye 
are the branches” (John 15:5). What 
kind of freedom does the branch have 
when it is torn from the vine? We are 
only free as we are related to Him. If 
we tear ourselves away from the very 
source of life, we destroy ourselves. 
It is only the Christian who is free. He 
is free from the tyranny of his appetites. 
He is free from everything that enslaves 
body and soul. He is free to live a glor- 
iously abundant life. He is free to live a 
useful, wholesome, joyous life. 


Who Cares About Tomorrow? 

To say that tomorrow never comes is 
to be the victim of a play on words. 
Its importance, however, is in its rela- 
tionship to today. We are here and now 
shaping our tomorrows. 

“Tomorrow we die,” says the pagan 
with a helpless shrug of the shoulders. 
But, for all practical purposes, he is dead 
today. To live for the satisfaction of 
one’s own appetites is not to live at all. 

Life is from God! We live only as 
we live with God! Jesus said, “Whoso- 
ever liveth and believeth in me shall 


never die” (John 11:26). The Christian 
knows what it is to live now, and no 
date on a cemetery marker is going to 
interrupt that life. He simply echoes the 
truth which God has written into the 
experience of every Christian when he 
says, “I believe . . . in the Life Ever- 
lasting.” 

Nothing can take from us what the 
redeeming love of Christ has given to 
us.. “For I am persuaded,” said Paul, 
“that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 
be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Romans 9:38,39). 


But | Still Like to Have a Good Time! 

Neither the teachings nor the habits of 
Jesus suggest that the Christian starch 
himself in cold asceticism and live a dull, 
dreary life, Jesus found so much in life 
to make him glad. He wanted people to 
get real joy out of living. He wanted 
people to get the most out of life and 
not the least. 


Our Christian principles do not pre- 
vent us from having good times. They 
do not advocate the neglect of real long- 
ings and desires. Honest appetites are 
not disastrous unless they are given the 
mastery. The good times of life are 
blessings when we can use them in the 
service of God. “Whether therefore ye 
eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do 
all to the glory of God” (I Corinthians 
10:31). 

The note of joy should ring with 


he had left his: father’s house. 


clearness and beauty in the lives of 
Christian people. The Christian rejoices 
always in his Lord (Philippians 4:4). 
He has a joy that is deeper than his 
sorrows. He has a joy that transcends 
the things that make life cheap. 


© LET THE BIBLE SPEAK 


Psalm 8:3-9. I wasn’t meant to live on the 
animal level. I was meant for better things. 
God made me. God leans down and picks me 
up when I stumble and fall. I sing with the 
Psalmist, “O Lord, our Lord, how excellent 
is thy name in all the earth.” 


II Corinthians 3:5. And of no one else! This. 
is a supreme lesson I must learn. I must 
never forget it. It is God’s life that flows. 
through me. If I would reach out beyond my 
own limtiations, it must be on the basis of 
what I receive from Him. 


Luke 23:46. These are not simply Jesus” 
last words upon the cross. They are the words. 
by which He lived every preceding moment. 
This prayer must be forever my prayer. I 
yield myself into His hands, and in that sur- 
render I find the meaning of life and its in- 
trinsic value. 


Matthew 6:24. Though I would try with 
all my might, I could not serve two masters. 
One must always come first. Shall I not pass 
by all else so that I may keep my Christ? 
Only through Him can I be the kind of per- 
son I want to be. 


Mark 8:36-37. When the lost son of Luke 
15 hit rock bottom, he was in a pig pen, eat- 
ing husks. There he realized that everything 
had been pig pens and husks from the moment 
For what shall 
I exchange the soul made precious by the 
grace of my Lord? 


Matthew 6:31-34. If I really want the king- 
dom, I must put it first. It means life, but I 
can have it only as I live it. It is God’s gift, 
but I can accept it only as I practice it. 


Romans 14:17, 18. Who will tell me what 
makes a real lady or a true gentleman? I shall 
not allow modern advertising to shove _ its. 
standards and definitions down my _ throat. 
Only Christ can bring me to the place where 
I am “acceptable to God, and esteemed of 


men. 


Se SSSSSSSssssse 
REFUTING WHAT THEY SAY: (4) “WHAT’S IN IT FOR ME?” 
Mark 8:34-38 


By MISS NORMA ARNESEN, Brooklyn, New York 


® METHOD SUGGESTIONS 


Present the topic in such a way as to stimu- 
late individual thinking-through of the theme. 
Follow the presentation with a general dis- 
cussion on: 
1) evidences about us of what happens in 
self-centered life 
a) in world relationships 
b) on the national scene 
ce) in community and school life 
d) in our homes 
e) in the life of the individual 
2) what happens on each of these fronts 
when life becomes Christ-centered. 
3) what we can do as Christian young 
people to bring the Christian perspective into 
each of these group relationships. 


® HYMN SUGGESTIONS 

“Now In the Days of Youth” (CYH# 240) 

“O, That The Lord Would Guide My Ways” 
(PSH (282)) 

“Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove” 
(PSH 104; CYH* 65) 
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“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
(PSH 184; CYH* 149) 
“Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life” 
(PSH 169; CYH* 288) 
“Oh Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 
(PSH 288; CYH* 195) 
“O Jesus, I Have Promised” ; 
(PSH 155; CYH* 241) 


* Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 
the United Lutheran Publication House. 


@ THE. TOPIC (A Soliloquy) 

Why shouldn't I be bitter? Look at 
the mess this old world’s in. Doesn’t 
look like the big boys are too hot at the 
unravelling job either. And then you 
come out with a platitude like that... 
“The hope of the world is in its youth,” 
you say. Well, brother, that’s me! Yl 
hop right to it! 


Okay, okay, I'll cut out the wisecracks. 
But I do think it’s the young people who 
should be raising the fuss. What kind 
of a deal are we getting out of all this 
anyway? 


Why shouldn't I ask, “What’s in it 
for me?” I deserve to get something out 
of life, too, don’t IP? Pve a right to live 


and be happy as well as the next one, 
don’t IP 


You’‘ve Got To Be Practical! 

“Give and it shall be given unto you,” 
you say? Not in this world! You’ve got 
to be practical and beat the other guys 
at their own game. They’re all in it for 
what they can get out of it. Where 
would I be if I didn’t insist on a square 
deal? I’ve got my rights, haven’t I? 


That’s all I ask for my rights! And 
how am I going to make sure I get 
them? By seeing that my side plays the 
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tune, of course. That’s the way the whole 
world operates. If you don’t play the 
tune, you dance to the tune the other 
guys play. It’s all according to who’s 
got the power. Power’s the crux of the 
whole problem... . 

What are the rights I demand? What 
do I want out of life? Well, uh...uh.. 
it’s the “right to life, liberty and the pur- 
suit of happiness” that the Declaration 
of Independence talks about. I want an 
education and a good job. I want a home 
and a family. I want to make a name for 
myself, have a good time, and live at 
peace with my neighbor . . . and all that 
kind of thing. 

Sure, I want the same thing for every- 
one. Equality of opportunity for all. 


This Is a World of “Me-Firsts” 

The rich young ruler? Of course, I 
remember him. He didn’t have enough 
sense to see that the very things he was 
hanging on to were . . . oh, oh, I get 
it . ... you think that my perspective 
is all wrong and that by being so con- 
cerned about my happiness today I’m 
forfeiting that long term thing, eternal 
happiness. 

Well, you don’t need to worry about 
me. Im a Christian. “I believe that 
Jesus Christ has redeemed me, a _ lost 
and condemned creature . . .” or how- 
ever it goes in the Catechism. But what 
Im talking about now is practical every- 
day life in a world of “me-firsts” whose 
Christianity operates on a level where 
it doesn’t interfere too much or, if any- 
thing, serves the purposes of man. 

That’s the trouble with the world. 
We think we can straighten out the 
situation ourselves. If we'd only realize 
that mankind is basically selfish and that 


no ideal plan which depends on human 
resources alone can ever succeed. The 
highest ideals become corrupted every 
time someone joins the party for what he 
can get out of it. There’s nothing so 
catching as the “me-first” germ. It puts 
everyone else on his guard to protect 
his own interests. And once suspicion 
and distrust make their presence felt, 
it’s a free for all. The strongest is the 
winner. That’s why I said that it’s all 
according to who has the power. 


But | Belong To Christ 


Wait awhile! I'm beginning to see 


what youre driving at. When I’m in 
there shooting for myself, I’m just add- 
ing my weight to a vicious chain, of re- 
actions and agreeing that life is only 
here and now, and that human intelli- 
gence can produce the best way of life 
for all. 

When it comes to the choice, I want 
my treasure in heaven “where neither 
moth nor rust doth corrupt .. .” If that’s 
what you mean about perspective in 
living, then it’s really not too important 
what I get out of life. It’s more what I 
get out of eternity. It all hinges on that 
paradox of Christianity: By dying ye 
shall live. Christ was crucified in my 
place, that I might live. And the selfish 
man that I am, the old Adam in me, is 
crucified in order that Christ might live 

Already Christ has begun to live in me 
and to prepare me for eternity with Him. 
I’m not on this earth simply to enjoy my- 
self, nor even to help others do the 
same. No, I’m “in training” for heaven. 


His Love Motivates 
What that does to my scale of values! 
Instead of insisting on a “square deal” 
and my “rights” and what Ill get out 


of life, I give all that God has given 
me to my fellowmen with no expectation 
of payment or reward from them. 

It’s a new motivation, Instead of be- 
ing motivated by selfish ends, I'm mo- 
tivated by love through Christ. 

It’s power at the crux. Again all right, 
but a different kind of power, the kind 
that disarms suspicion and destroys dis- 
trust because it’s wholly for the good of 
the other fellow, regardless of whether 
or not it seems to be at my own expense. 

Now where has this hour of reflection 
led me anyway? I began with a question 
which every young person asks himself 
as he begins to take stock of life and 
its problems and to consider where he 
fits into the picture. Naturally, he wants 
to know the score, what he’s going to 
get out of it all. Well, I've discovered 
that the question is still a valid one, 
and one which. every young person 
should ask himself. But for each one it 
must be a question based on the per- 
spective of eternity. 


And Eternity Is In It For Me 

The biggest thing for me in life is 
eternal fellowship with God. Then it 
doesn’t matter what else life holds for 
me. My only purpose is to praise and 
to serve Him who has made me His own 
and to serve my fellowmen for Christ’s 
sake and to share with them the faith 
and hope He has given me. ‘ 

The paradox of all this is that by for- 
getting about what I’m going to get out 
of this life and giving all I have to 
others, I find the confusion of purposes 
and goals in life disappearing. Emerging 
into sharp relief is the road whose end 
is completeness in Him, my Saviour and 
my Lord. 


re er ene tes oS ee ee 


REFUTING WHAT THEY SAY: (5) “CHRISTIANITY WON’T WORK!” 
| Corinthians 1:18-25 


By THE REV. DAVID C. GAISE, Kingston, N. Y. 


@ PREPARATION OF THE 
DISCUSSION LEADER 


This is a subject which can be debated. 
There will probably be some in your group 
who will say that Christianity will not work 
in every area of their lives. Others will con- 
tend that it can and does work. The discus- 
sion method may be used to advantage jn pre- 
senting the topic provided you make adequate 
preparation. Unless you prepare thoroughly, 
someone may lead the discussion astray and 
produce a negative reaction from your group. 

Be sure to read the scripture lesson care- 
fully and thoughtfully and study the Bible 
readings marked, “Jesus Says’. The ideas ex- 
pressed in these Bible passages are basic to 
the discussion of the topic. 

The discussion will undoubtedly run to the 
idea that certain compromises have to be made 
so that one may hold a job, or succeed in a 
certain endeavor. When this happens, call the 
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discussion back to Jesus’ words, ““Take no 
thought” (Luke 12:22 ff.) and “a man’s life 
consists not in the abundance of the things 
he possesses” (Luke 12:15). Try to get the 
group to think of life in terms of what God 
wills for us—not in terms of our physical 
needs. 


@ SUGGESTED PROGRAM 


Hymn: “Behold Us, Lord, A Little Space” 
(PSH 313; CYH*297) 
Psalm 46 and the Gloria Patri 
Scripture Lesson: I Corinthians 1:18-25 
Hymn: “O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 
(PSH 288; CYH*® 195) 
Prayers No. 85 (CYH® 380) (Change first 
sentence to fit the time of day) 
No. 62 and 63 (CYH*374-5) 
pastor has a copy of this hymnal ) 
Offering and Dedication 
Topic and Discussion 


(Your 


“Rise Up, O Men of God” 7 
(PSH 289; CYH*® 243) 
Benediction 


Hymn: 


® For those who have the Christian Youth 
Hymnal (Muhlenberg Press 1948) in 
quantity, Service No. IX (page 329) may 
be used in place of the above. 


@ THE TOPIC 

Most people we know do not discard 
Christianity completely and _ say, elt 
won't work”. They don’t throw Bibles 
away as useless and advocate that the 
churches be closed as useless carry-overs 
from a past generation. 

That doesn’t mean, however, that the 
attitude (in our topic title) isn’t a prob- 
lem. Many folks go to church, at least 
occasionally, reverence the Bible for- 
mally, are professed Christians, yet feel 
that “Christianity won't work” in busi- 
ness or in relationships at school. 
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In order to bring out the discussion, 
let’s ask a few questions about actual 
situations: 


1. John works in the office of a cor- 
poration. He is requested by his boss 
to leave out a few names each week 
from the compensation insurance report 
so that the corporation’s insurance pre- 
mium will be reduced, an act which is 
unethical and against the law. 


What should John do? Should he tell 
the boss frankly that he doesn’t want to 
do what is wrong because he is a Chris- 
tian? Or should he go ahead and do 
it with the thought that “Christianity 
won't work in business. A man has to 


hold his job, doesn’t he?” 


2. Mary is in college. All through 
high school she had great difficulty with 
mathematics but managed to get by. 
Now she finds herself in a College Alge- 
bra class, which is a’ required course. 
She just can’t get it, and she’s about 
frantic with fear. Her boy friend in the 
same class is a “whizz” at it and pro- 
poses a plan to provide her with an- 
swers, etc., so she can pass the “exams.” 
Mary won't be using mathematics in 
her life’s work. Should she accept the 
boy’s proposition and say “Christianity 
won't work” in school? 

3. The Jacksons run a store in a 
medium-sized city. They are in direct 
competition with a number of non-Chris- 
tian stores which are unscrupulous about 
misrepresenting merchandise. The Jack- 
sons are operating pretty close to the 
red and Mr. Jackson decides to try his 
competitors’ methods. He told Mrs. 
Jackson, “Christianity is O. K. in church 
but in business it won’t work”. Is he 
right or wrong? 


4. Fred and Jim worked side by side 
at the plant and both were members of 
the plant union. There was an under- 
standing among the members that the 
limit of production on their particular 
job was 400 units per day. 

They were discussing it on the way 
home from work one day because Jim 
insisted on doing more than the limit. 


Jim’s argument was that he was paid for 
eight hours of work and it was dishonest 
to do less. Fred’s argument was that 
400 units was enough for one day be- 
cause before they got new machines they 
could only do 800 and, “Anyway”, he 
said, “why should we kill ourselves so 
the guys in the front office can get rich? 
You better cut down and fall in with 
the rest of us.” Jim was firm and said, 
“No. The slow-down is wrong. And 
wrong is wrong even if everybody does 
it, and right is right even if nobody 
does it.” 


® WHAT DO YOU THINK? 


1. Are there some business organizations 
that operate on a strictly Christian basis? Are 
there any large corporations that try to treat 
employees as “human beings’’? 


2. Was it easier to be a Christian at work 
when there was a direct relationship between 
a man and his boss than today when the 
relationship in most cases is between the union 
and a “company representative’? 


8. Are there usually those in an employee 
or student group who are ready to ridicule 
those who stand up for a principle? Is this 
to be expected in the light of Jesus’ teaching? 
(Consult His words—Matthew 5:10-12) 


4. Most people regard their place in the 
economic community as the most important 
(earning a good living). Have we forgotten 
that a man or woman also lives in God’s 
community and has to face Him? Does con- 
science and “living with ourselves” have any 
bearing on the problem? 

5. If every Christian gave a very positive 
witness for Christ in his work and social ac- 
tivities by word and action, would there be 
a noticeable change in our society? 

6. Should Christian workers, Christian stu- 
dents, and Christian business-men be organ- 
ized so as to present a positive witness for 
Christ and His way of life? 


®@ NOTE TO LEADER 


It is well to bring the discussion to a close 
by coming into the presence of God in prayer. 
Such a prayer should lead the thought of the 
group along the discussion lines. Here 
suggested one which can be adapted: 

O God of work and study and play, Who 
hast called us into the fellowship of Christ, 
our Lord who said, “Ye shall be my witnesses”: 
Help us to be strong in our faith, so that 
trusting in His power, we may learn to say 
with Paul, “I can do all things through Christ, 
Who strengtheneth me”. Through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 


© JESUS SAYS 


Matthew 5:13-16. It is not without good rea- 
son that the new Stewardship film produced 
by our Church is called, “Salt of the Earth”, 


INSISTENT QUESTIONS: (1) WHY BE GOOD? 
| John 3:1-3 


By MRS. PAUL H. COVER, New Brighton, Pa. 


© DISCUSSION 


For the discussion of this subject we suggest 
an informal atmosphere. Place the chairs in a 
square, or, if you are lucky enough to have a 
fireplace room in your church, arrange the 
furniture in a chummy fireside group. Sit on 
the floor if necessary! But make it seem like 
a visit to The Swap Shop or your fraternity 
house or a class meeting in someone’s home, 
When everyone is comfortably seated, begin 
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the meeting more or less as usual. 


You may present all of the topic material 
yourself, or you may divide it up among other 
“assistant”’ leaders as indicated. No matter 
which method you choose, however, do make 
enough copies of the quotations appearing in 
the body of the topic for the whole group. 
They can then be read by everyone as you 
come to them in your presentation, after the 
manner of a speech choir, This will counter- 


iss 


Those of you who have seen it will remember 
the struggle in the life of Harley Russell to 
bring himself to the point where he would try 
to make Christianity work in his life, and the 
ridicule and blows which came his way when 
he began to take God’s Will for him seriously. 
Our testimony to our faith extended in our 
everyday life may produce the same: kind of 
difficulties in our lives that Russell faced in his. 


Matthew 6:38-48. Much of Jesus’ teaching in 
the “Sermon on the’ Mount’ has seemed to 
men in every age to be starry-eyed, impractical 
idealism. However, we have learned that like 
begets like, that hate in our hearts brings hate 
in the hearts of others, and that love likewise 
produces similar responses in others. The last 
verse in this passag is the blunt demand that 
God makes of his children. 


Luke 12:1-5. In our day when we are much 
concerned about health, length of life, and 
providing physical needs for ourselves and our 
families, even Christians forget that there is 
something bigger than their physical lives and 
that there is an enemy more damaging than 
hunger, poverty, and death. 


Luke 12:6-12. When we testify to our faith 
before other people and give witness to our 
Christianity, it is essential that we keep con- 
stantly in mind the fact that of ourselves we 
can do nothing. If we are convinced that by 
our personality and persuasive powers we can 
“wow our associates, we are doomed to fail- 
ure. Jesus promises us here that when we 
bring our testimony in his behalf, the Holy 
Spirit will teach us what we ought to say. 


Luke 12:18-21. We often think that covetous- 
ness and the desire for money and _ possessions 
are characteristics of our present age. It seems 
however, from this passage, that some of the 
men, at least, in Jesus’ time were as greedy 
for gain as many in our present world. The 
ringing words of Jesus spoken to this man 
should also speak to modern men for “‘a man’s 
life consists not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesses”? is a teaching which, if 
accepted by all, would surely rid our world of 
much of the unethical, unchristian acts done 
for mere gain. Perhaps then, Christianity would 
work. 


Matthew 7:7-14. Many folks are afraid that 
by giving testimony to their faith, that is, by 
trying to make Christianity work, not only in 
our church but also in our world, they will 
suffer for it either physically or financially. 
This passage should teach us that God is on 
our side when we stand up for Him, and that 
the necessary things of life will not be with- 
held by a loving Father. 


Luke 12:22-81. This section underscores the 
previous one. It is not easy to believe in some- 
thing you cannot see. It is hard to understand 
that God will provide for our physical needs in 
direct proportion to our interest in spiritual 
things. To receive food, raiment and home as 
a result of Our seeking the Kingdom is one of 
the paradoxes of the Bible which is not in 
line with our modem way of thought and can 
be accepted only on faith, 


act the tendency to let attention wander—a 
tendency induced by the informal atmosphere. 


© PROGRAM 


Call to Worship: “Finally, brethren, whatever 
is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is 
just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is gracious, if there is any excel- 
lence, if there is anything worthy of praise, 
think about these things.” (Philippians 
4:8—R.S.V.) 

Hymn: “Jesus Calls Us, ‘O’er the Tumult” 

PSH 204; CYH* 251) 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 1 a 

(PSH p. 38; CYH*® p 343 ) 
Gloria Patri (read in unison as a speech choir) 
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Scripture: I John 3:1-3 (It would be well to 
read the entire third chapter. ) 


Hymn: “O Jesus, I Have Promised” 
(PSH 155; CYH* 241) 
The Topic 
Prayer: Sing the Hymn, “O That the Lord 


Would Guide My Ways’ (PSH 232) 
Offering 
Pre-benediction: (dedication of book -by Will 
Durante ) 
“Grow strong, my comrade 
stand 
Unshaken when I fall; that I may know 
The shattered fragments of my song will 
come ‘ 
At last to finer melody in you; 
That I may tell my heart that you begin 
Where passing I leave off, and fathom 
more.” 
Benediction: 
Refresh Thy people on their toilsome way, 
Lead us from night to never-ending day; 
Fill all our lives with love and grace divine, 
And glory, laud, and praise be ever Thine. 
Amen. 


. .. that you may 


* Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 
the United Lutheran Publication House. 


@ THE TOPIC 

Since this subject rather belongs in 
the “all things to all men” category, let 
us first qualify the word “good” and at 
least begin with the same connotation! 

Be not merely good; be good for 
something.— Thoreau 

For instance, Walt Disney is a good 
cartoonist. Doak Walker is a good half- 
back. Fred Waring is a good maestro. 
Uta Hagen is a good actress. Gordon 
Grant is a good lithographer. Betty Smith 
is a good author. And Hoagy Carmichael 
is a good song writer. The list of men 
and women of comparative excellence 
began ages ago and will continue to 
lengthen in the ages to come. That be- 
ing good can mean being tops in any 
profession does not concern us at this 
moment. 

Rather we are concerned with the 
good as defined by the words “well- 
behaved; decorous; courageous, socially 
in good repute”. A stuffy subject this, 
and one which we know is pure poison 
as a topic of conversation among young 
people. However, the question of being 
good persists in being insistent despite 
its unpopularity as a mode of conduct. 

Be good and you will be lonesome. 

—Mark Twain 


Chief among the reasons for not being 
good is fear of unpopularity. You want 
to be part of the gay social whirl on the 
campus or in your town. You want to 
have hordes of friends—be one of the 
crowd. You want people to notice you, 
perhaps a little enviously, and comment 
favorably. If you are a girl, you want 
the phone to ring frequently, steady 
beau or not. If you are.a man, you want 
to be known as “quite a guy” whether 
the point of view is male or female. 
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Above all, you do not want to feel left 
out. That is your continuing fear. 


Yet the achievement of such a social 
status may require that you use crib 
notes, or that you laugh uproariously at 
a ludicrous drunk. It may require that 
you drive rapidly and recklessly to prove 
you are not a sissy, or that you swear 
in order to seem sophisticated. Or it 
may require your listening appreciatively 
to off-color stories, or your wearing the 
latest feminine fads and frills. It may 
even require that you become sexually 
unchaste because it is mid-Victorian to 
be anything else in this enlightened 
atomic age! (With the latter idea we 
violently disagree, by the way.) Failure 


. to conform means periodic jeers and 


probably ostracism from the gang—hor- 
rible thought! 

It may surprise you to learn that this 
business of doing as the Romans no 
matter what, is not new at all. Some 
time between 1564 and 1616 William 
Shakespeare wrote into his Tragedy of 
Macbeth these lines: 

“T am in this earthly world, where to 
do harm 
Is often laudable, to do good sometime 
Accounted dangerous folly.” 


Only the twist is new—and that comes 
not alone from the nature of man, but 
from his progress in science and engin- 
eering. 

But your crowd does not go for peo- 
ple who “are good” or who “do good.” 
They actively dislike such “stuffed 
shirts,’ abhorring and ignoring them. 
So you, too, sneer and pass by on the 
other side. Perish the thought that you 
should be the one to raise a discordant 
note in your chummy little group! 

In your longing for your giant self lies 
your goodness: and that longing is in all 
of you.—Gibran. 


Yet even as you secretly long to pass 
or fail your exams on the knowledge you 
possess in your mind; even as you long 
to be compassionate in the case of the 
drunk—or a beggar or a Negro; even as 
you long to speak cleanly and drive care- 
fully; even as you long to help your 
folks balance the family budget by wear- 
ing last year’s coat; even as you long 
to wait for the right man or woman with 
whom to share the joys of loye—yes, 
even as you yearn to be good, so do 
the others in your group of friends and 
acquaintances. It takes only courage to 
set up a new pattern of behavior. And 
why should you not? 


It is hard to be good.—Pittacus. 
After all, popularity is a nebulous 


thing. It may be based on a smile or “a 
line” or a convertible or a touchdown or 
dancing feet or a beautiful body, and 
these are fleeting things. Perhaps that is 
the nice point of distinction right there. 
In our mad dash to remain in and with 
the crowd, we fail to realize that the 
wonderful people we strive to emulate 
are kind, reliable, cultured people with 
a greatness of spirit and a simplicity of 
faith. They remain unperturbed by the 
things which we consider so important. 
We are too eager to “live” to notice. 
So we go about blithely chipping off 
little pieces of the persons we could be 
and it never occurs to us that each 
scornful laugh or unkind remark leaves 
its scar. 


Why Be Good? 

The marks of cursing and _ thought- 
lessness and unchastity are much more 
easily discerned! It is only at the ripe 
old age of a L-O-Y-A-L (25 to 35 years) 
that it dawns upon us that the scars are 
there and that we have been chasing 
tawdry rainbows! 


Good breeding is the art of showing 
men by external signs, the internal re- 
gard we have for them.—Cato 


It is a sad commentary on the human 
race, including its young, that it learns 
little from past ~history. What has gone 
before becomes merely copy to fill the 
pages of a textbook. It has no signifi- 
cance in flesh and blood or spirit. And 
yet, repeatedly “the loss of the sense of 
sin and shame has destroyed both men 
and states”. Would that we could really 
sell that thought to you, because the 
blunting begins in youth with a jeering 
laugh or a dirty joke. Yes, with trivial 
things and the cheap trappings of civili- 
zation. , 

It could be that you think your part 
in all this so insignificant as to be of 
none effect. May we quote you a quote? 


“This learned I from the shadow of a 
tree 

Which to and fro did sway upon the 
wall; 

Our influences, our 
may fall 
Where we shall never be.” 


shadowed selves 


Real goodness does not attach itself 
merely to this life—it points to another 
world. Political or professional reputation 
cannot last forever, but a conscience 
void of offence before God and man is 
an inheritance for eternity. 

—Daniel Webster 


But we know all this, we who are 
Christian young people. From the be- 
ginning we have been taught to “abhor 
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that which is evil and cleave to that 
which is good.” So it is we who must 
change the behavior pattern of society. 
We must provide the leadership and the 
courage necessary to depart from the 
norm. We must take the long view and 
be content with the small part. The job 
we do in selling goodness to a world, 
which certainly needs the product, may 
never be recognized until a son or 
daughter years later reads the long list 
of visitors’ names in a book quietly 
handed to him by a funeral director. 
That is a mute reply to the question, 
“Why be good?” And if we ask now 
what there is in that for us, perhaps we 
need only to be reminded that such a 


heritage is priceless and is its very own 
reward. 

There remains for us, then, the chal- 
lenge of this frontier—and it can be 
found in our town and on our every 
street. 


*(At these points the thread of the con- 
versation may be taken by an assistant 
leader. ) 


@ After the Topic is finished, we sug- 
gest that you discuss just what specifi- 


cally you can do to change the behavior 


pattern in your town or school— not with 
fanfare and posters, but quietly and with 
enduring enthusiasm. 


ee 
INSISTENT QUESTIONS: (2) DOES KINDNESS ALWAYS PAY? 
| Corinthians 13 
By MISS DORIS SMITH, Toledo, Ohio 


@ LEADS FOR THE LEADER 


In planning your presentation of the topic, 
use frequent illustrations and personal ex- 
periences of the points set forth, either pro or 
con. The questions in the material itself are 
not always rhetorical; some may be used to 
stimulate discussion. 

Keep a record over a weekly period of your 
own “kindness” experiences. Note particularly 
the attitudes and feelings that motivated the 
acts, and then the rewards that resulted. 


If your group does not readily discuss topics, 
you may find it valuable to clip articles from 
the newspapers involving thoughtfulness and 
discuss them in the course of your presentation. 


Whatever the source of your illustrations, 
the newspaper, personal, or the group’s ex- 
periences, write several distinct types on the 
blackboard. Let the group classify them, and 
note the rewards, either tangible or intanglible, 
which followed because of the deed. 


@ PROGRAM 


Presentation of the Topic and Discussion 
Worship following Topic 
Read selected portions of the poem, “The 
Vision of Sir Launfal’’ by, James Russell 
Lowell (preferably sections of Part I and 
sections 2-9 of Part IT) 
Hymn: “Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak” 
(PSH 279; CYH*® 260) 
Scripture: I Corinthians 13 
Prayer followed by a silent prayer 
Worship with Offerings 
Hymn: ‘May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfill” 
(PSH 281; CYH* 206) 
The Luther League Benediction 
(The worship service will be enriched if, 
when reading the suggested poem, the room 
is darkened with the only illumination being on 
the worship center. Also, by standing behind 
the group, or in a place that is out of their 
range of vision, during this and other parts 
of the service when it is possible, you direct 
attention solely to worship and never to the 
person leading the devotions. ) 


® Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 
the United Lutheran Publication House. 


SR IHESTOPIC 


What Is Kindness? 
What is kindness? The act of kind- 
ness consists first in becoming aware of 
a need—expressed or unexpressed, second 
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having the desire to fill the need, and 
last actually offering assistance. The 
art of kindness lies in knowing what is 
needed, how to give or receive, and 
when to give and receive. Sometimes, 
we can negate our efforts by misjudging 
the need, by giving too much more than 
is needed, by helping when someone is 
not quite ready for help and by giving 
with a disdainfuk attitude. A friend said 
recently, “Kindness is giving something 
which you value and which you are not 
obliged to offer.” Society decrees many 
rules for its members which we are 
obliged to follow; however, only the 
depth of our love for our fellowmen dic- 
tates the obligation for kindness. 


Kindness Shelters Many Things 

“The parts and signs of goodness are 
many.” It is easy to type the more com- 
monplace kindnesses. Such acts may fall 
within that thoughtfulness which is 
grounded in good manners. Or it might 
be the type born of a need in a particu- 
lar situation. For instance, imagine a 
stranger, walking near you trips and 
falls—that constitutes the situation and 
presents a need. Then there are times 
when someone privately seeks our assist- 
ance; and just as many occasions arise 
when a friend requires our aid but is 
reluctant to ask it. A fifth opportunity 
for kindness is that of serving handi- 
capped or needy persons. 


There is yet one type of thoughtful- 
ness which is not obvious. It deals with 
the quality of “taking”. Kindness is a 
double track, and we must be as quick 
to “take” assistance as we are to give it. 
Have you ever noticed the effect on the 
bestower when the recipient of some 


benevolence makes plain his extreme re- 
luctance or haughtiness. Such a manner 
on the part of either dampens the spirit 
of the enterprise. Furthermore, we are 
loath to offer our thoughtfulness to 
friends and acquaintances who, exper- 
ience has shown us. do not appreciate 
the motivating spirit of the deed. Test 
this when you're in a gathering of peo- 
ple. Drop a handful of change on the 
floor! Then refuse all offers of aid, and 
insist vehemently that assistance is un- 
necessary, even insinuating that you'd 
prefer to help yourself. Watch the effect. 
People will not long be concerned with 
your predicament and will not be so 
quick to give you a hand next time. 


Helpfulness has been brushed off by 
some young people as being sentimental 
and naive. They propound the philo- 
sophy of J-can-take-care-of-myself-and 
so-should-everyone-else. And for the 
most part they are absorbed in doing 
just that. Perhaps these persons feel in- 
competent, unsure of social values, or 
afraid of undesirable results. Conse- 
quently, they never lower the drawbridge 
over the moat surrounding their heart, 
except for the nobility honored by their 
code and a favored few. As a matter of 
fact, isn’t thoughtfulness the basis for 
good manners? Isn’t it cowardice that 
makes some people evade demands upon 
themselves? Isn’t it selfishness that lets 
them stand aloof making them uncon- 
scious of their responsibility? 


“For the Gift Without the Giver’ 

If kindness is not motivated by the 
spirit of love, of brotherhood, it is empty 
form—a duty, nothing more. In his essay 
“Of Goodness, and Goodness of Nature”, 
Bacon wrote: “If a man be gracious and 
courteous to strangers, it shows he is a 
citizen of the world, and that his heart 
is no island cut off from other lands, but 
a continent that joins to them.” 


Have you ever watched someone “play 
the piano”? One who has not yet mas- 
tered the skill must concentrate on a 
practiced, stilted style and correct tech- 
nique. Hence, the audience is conscious 
chiefly of his efforts and not of the 
beauty of the piece. Contrast that with 
the performance of an accomplished 
pianist. His skill fascinates you because 
of the effect it creates. And you are 
roused by the tremendous outpouring 
of the artist into the music. 


Of such quality is the art of kindness. 
We must pour ourselves into it, through 
what we do, what we say, or through 
our very attitude, before it becomes 
kindness. 
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Paul said in I Corinthians 13:3, “If 
I give away all I have, and if I deliver 
-my body to be burned, but have not 
love, I gain nothing.” (R.S.V.) 


Dividend Plus Interest 

How about it—does kindness always 
pay? Like everything else, we can ex- 
pect dividends only on what is deposited. 
Certainly, if we understand the art of 
kindness and are motivated by the spirit 
of love, then dividends are to be ex- 
pected. Channing Pollock has written, 
“IT have seen too much bread that was 
cast upon the water, and that was re- 
turned, buttered, covered with jam, 
wrapped in paraffin paper and marked 
“With Love’.” 

First of all, we may expect a tangible 
payment. A warm smile and prompt 
verbal expression of gratitude on the 
part of the receiver of our kindness eviv- 
dence appreciation and many times make 
us feel as if we'd already been richly 
rewarded for the effort expended. He 
also will probably retain the memory of 
the good deed done him and further 
express thanks by helping us at some 
time when the opportunity is afforded 
him. 


Perhaps you may have found a reward 
in the good opinion of others because 
the recipient of your particular thought- 
fulness told what you’d done. It doesn’t 
require much and it doesn’t take long 
for someone to say, “Wasn't that nice 
of him!” On the other hand, if we per- 
sistently neglect the opportunities for 
kindness, or commit unkindnesses, these 
also soon become noticed and known. 


In business there is yet another tan- 
gible dividend. Have you ever gone an 


extra block or two to a store to shop just 
because a sales person had shown con- 
sideration to you in the past? Or have 
you ever avoided patronizing a store be- 
cause a clerk had been curt and not 
particularly helpful? Many instances can 
be cited showing that, if products or 
services are of the same quality, business 
has gone to the firm whose employees 
have been the friendliest and most con- 
siderate. Yes, kindness pays off even in 
the business world with an increased 
volume of sales. 


The Intangibles 

Let’s term the first intangible result, 
the “Memory of kindness”. We've heard 
the story of the Good Samaritan re- 
peatedly. Just what was his reward for 
stopping to help a wounded man, take 
him to an inn, and leave money for his 
care? So far as the Bible says, there was 
no immediate reward. But look again. 
He invested his time, his possessions, 
and his love. For this he inherited a 
lasting name, the Good Samaritan. 


But we don't need to go far for ex- 
amples of this type of reward. Think of 
the relatives, teachers, and friends you 
recall with affection. Aren’t they those 


who were thoughtful and stopped to be. 


kind to you? 

The second intangible is the feeling of 
exhilaration that comes with a kindness 
given or received. There’s a satisfied 
glow about us—we’re sitting on top of 
the world. And a gloomy day has been 
absolutely made by the unexpected 
beneficent touch of someone. 


Kindness shared in the spirit of 
brotherhood often creates a feeling of 
kinship. Through it friends are made— 


usually not close friends for of them 
we have few in our lifetime—but “kin- 
ship” friends whom we're glad to see, 
for whom we have an extra smile, and 
to whom just casual pleasantries can 
carry added meaning. 


Is kindness worth these things to you? 
Does it always pay? The percentage of 
returns on true kindness is great, so 
great that the percentage of non-returns 
is insignificant in comparison. Cast your 
bread upon the waters and see! 


@ FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Is there ever a fault in being kind? 

2. When, in the act of kindness, 
does minding your own business become 
a virtue? 

8. Under what circumstances are you 
justified in refusing a courtesy. 

4. What are your experiences as to 
the rewards of kindness? 


5. Imagine yourself seated on a 


crowded bus, standing room only, when 


a handicapped person boards the bus. 
Whose responsibility is the kindness of 
offering the person a seat? 


@ FOR FURTHER READING 


Bacon, Francis—“The Essays” Of Goodness 


and Goodness of Nature 


Pollock, Channing—‘‘Guide Posts in Chaos”— 
Bread Upon the Waters 


Pollock, Channing—‘“The Adventures of a 
Happy Man”—The Art of Being Kind 


@ BEACONS FROM THE BIBLE 
I John 8:16-18 

Luke 6:27-86 

Luke 10:25-37 

Galatians 6:9-10 

Acts 20:34, 35 

Luke 11:5-9 

Matthew 25:31-40 
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to give a vivid picture of social evils and or- 
INSISTENT QUESTIONS: (3) WHY DO THE WICKED PROSPER? 
Psalm 73:1-28; Luke 16:1-9 
By THE REV. JOHN T. KEISTER, Jr., Nashville, Tennessee 


@ SUGGESTED PROGRAM 


Hymn: “Blessing and Honor, and Glory and 
Power” (PSH 254; CYH*® 75) 

The Vesper Versicle: Page 40, back of PSH 
Psalm No. 1—(PSH 33)—Read responsively 
—The Gloria Patri 
The Scripture Readings: 

St. Luke 16:1-9 
Prayer: “Almighty God, give us grace that we 
may cast away the works of darkness, and 
put upon us the armor of light, now in the 
time of this mortal life, in which Thy Son 
Jesus Christ came to visit us in great hu- 
mility; that in the last day, when He shall 
come again in His glorious majesty to judge 
both the quick and the dead, we may rise 
to the life immortal; through the same Jesus 
Christ, Our Lord. Amen.” 
Christ, our Lord. Omen.” (No. 38 Page 29, 
PSH) 
Hymn: 


Psalm 73:1-28 and 


“Where Cross the Crowded Ways” 
(PSH 169; CYH® 288) 
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Topic Presentation 

The Offering 

Hymn: “Forth In Thy Name, O Lord, I Go” 
(PSH 3385; CYH* 301) 

The Benediction 


@ PLANNING THE PROGRAM 


In planning this program, which may be 
conducted as a discussion or a debate, it 
would be well to obtain the booklet “Com- 
munity Clinic” by Wilber LaRoe, Jr. from the 
Board of Social Missions of the U. L. C. A,, 
231 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 
(price 25 cents), to present several ways in 
which the wicked do prosper in a material 
way—the conditions of society which make 
crime “pay-off” and_ racketeering lucrative. 
This will present a very realistic, modern, pic- 
ture of how and why the wicked prosper in 
our modem world. An outside speaker in the 
person of one who has served or is serving as 
a member of the Grand Jury should be able 


ganized crime as it pertains to your own com- 
munity. 


@ LET THE BIBLE SPEAK 


Psalm 1. A Psalm epitomizing the results of 
Hebrew thinking about the righteous and the 
wicked, and the outcome of the career of each. 
It is to be noted what the good man does and 
does not do. By implication, the wicked man 
is the opposite in his attitudes and deeds. A 
strong contrast is offered in the figures “a tree 
planted”, as opposed to “chaff driven away’. 


Psalms 15 and 24:1-6. Two similar passages 
in which are further details as to what con- 
stitutes a good man as opposed to a wicked 
one. There are many different traits which 
qualify men for fellowship with God, the oppo- 
site of which present such a fellowship. 


Psalm 101. A description of those whom the 
king delights to honor provides another con- 
trast between the good and the evil and their 
respective rewards and punishments. Add also, 
Proverbs 4:10-19 and Proverbs 10:20-32. 


“The aforementioned pas- 
superiority of the way of 


Psalms 87 and 73. 
sages assure the 
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goodness over that of evil. It would seem that 
there are no arguments: the good are rewarded 
and the evil punished. But the hard facts of 
experience do not bear out the theory. Some- 
times the righteous, apparently were punished 
or suffered while the evil man prospered and 
went unpunished. These two Psalms deal with 
the problem created. For solution, the writers 
fell back on the view that the contradiction 
was only seeming, or only temporary, and 
that in religious faith one may trust Jehovah 
to uphold the moral sanctions in spite of ap- 
pearances to the contrary.” From “The Bible 
-and the Quest of Life’—Bruce Curry) 


Job 12:6. ‘The tabernacles of robbers prosper, 
and they that provoke God are secure; into 
whose hand God bringeth abundantly. a 
Is it God’s will that the wicked prosper? Read 
the whole drama of Jeb. 


Jeremiah 5:28. “They are waxen fat, they 
shine: yea, they overpass the deeds of the 
wicked: they judge not the cause, the cause of 
the fatherless, yet they prosper; and the right 
of the needy do they not judge.” What is the 
Christian’s responsibility to society? 


Jeremiah 12:1. “Righteous art Thou, O Lord, 
when I plead with Thee: yet let me talk with 
Thee of Thy judgments: Wherefore doth the 
way of the wicked prosper? Wherefore are all 
they happy that deal very treacherously?” 
There is a question. We could be in doubt as 
to. whether wickedness pays or not. To all ap- 
pearances, the wicked are generally quite 
happy in their sin—or is it just a front they 
are putting up? 


® THE TOPIC 

In Dr. C. Franklin Koch’s Preface to 
“Community Clinic’, he says, “Under 
world conditions today social evils are 
intensified. The failure of men to stem 
the tide of iniquity is due to no power- 
lessness on the part of the Gospel, but 
to a lack of proper application. The 
Gospel does change men’s lives. Chris- 
tian citizens can change their communi- 
ties. The social task of the Church is to 
see that the Gospel is effectively applied 
to insure conditions conducive to growth 
in grace. Both Church and State are 
ordained of God. One is God’s right 
hand extending the Word; the other, His 
left hand wielding the sword. Christian 
citizenship involves a combination of re- 
sponsibilities, witnessing to the Word 
and promoting life and good order in 
society. As ‘the salt of the earth’ and 
‘the light of the world, Christians are to 
vitalize the whole of life and all its 
relations,—industrial, economic, social, 
racial and international. The Church 
should be the model of true social life.” 


Facing a “Dead-Line”’ 

St. Luke reports (16:1ff.) a situation 
which Jesus cited as an example of a 
man facing a “dead-line” and wonder- 
ing what he was going to do. Doing the 
unethical, evil, thing would guarantee a 
continuance to his prosperity. There was 
a certain general manager (St. Luke 
calls him “a steward”), whose employer 
was led to mistrust him. He was accused 
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of failing to conduct the business to the 
owner’s best interests. So the owner 
called for an accounting and an inventory 
and threatened dismissal if conditions 
warranted it. 


With this facing him, the steward sat 
down and said to himself, “What shall 
I do now? for my lord taketh away 
from me the stewardship.” And he went 
on with his cogitating, “I can’t go out 
and dig ditches—I can’t become a day- 
laborer because it won't enable me to 
live in the manner to which I am ac- 
customed. I’m not used to such physical 


exertion and I might get callouses! I'd 


be ashamed to beg—walking the streets 
as a panhandler!” (And begging was 
even more commonplace as an occupa- 
tion in that day than in this.—But the 
beggars weren't as prosperous then as 
they are now. Not even a fraction of 
them were as cleverly professional as 
today.) Thus marshalling the possibili- 
ties of future vocations in mental review, 
he discarded them all in favor of de- 
pending upon his wits to make the best 
of a bad situation. He said to himself, 
“T am resolved what to do”—Tll appeal 
to my employer’s creditors by offering 
them a discount on their indebtedness 
to him and by thus “doctoring” their 
accounts in their favor, I'll have a lot of 
friends to fall back upon When I need 
them most.’ Following his thought with 
action, he called in his employers’ credi- 
tors and we learn that he reduced one 
man’s indebtedness 50 percent and an- 
other’s 20 percent. He was, indeed,” 
paying for protection”—in advance! 


The “Pay-Off” 

Then comes the startling part of the 
whole business! His employer, the man 
whose property and business the steward 
had been mishandling with desperate 
abandon, commended him for his dis- 
honesty and flagrant violation of ethical 
principles! The temptation to do as he 
did under the circumstances, we may be 
able to understand. And we can sym- 
pathize with the natural desire to “save 
his own skin”. But to be praised for 
fraudulent practise is quite a different 
thing! And, to top it off, his employer 
called it wisdom! Well, it was wisdom— 
a deeper wisdom than appears on the 
surface. And that is precisely why it is 
presented in so paradoxical a fashion— 
so that it may make a deeper impression 
upon the reflective mind. Someone has 
called a paradox “a truth standing on 
its head in order to attract attention”. 
People do that sort of thing in order to 
attract attention to themselves. 


This parable of the “unjust steward” 
was Jesus’ way of presenting a “truth 
standing on its head”, as it were, in order 
that men might really see it. It hardly 
seems necessary to point out that Jesus 
spoke time and again about money, 
wealth and material things. They meant 
nothing in themselves to Him, but 
wealth was so mixed up with daily living 
in His world, as it is in ours, that it 
couldn’t well be avoided. Material bless- 
ings were a sign of divine favor to the 
Hebrew mind and, unless one is much 
mistaken, there are not a few Christians 
who have the same twisted philosophy. - 
Jesus came into and lived in an atmos- 
phere charged with materialism. The 
atmosphere of today is over-charged with 
the same. Mammon was and still is a 
rival of God. Only a few sentences after 
uttering this “truth standing on its head” 
our Lord said, “You can’t serve both of 
them—God and Mammon. But almost in 
the same breath he also said, “Make 
friends of the mammon of unrighteous- 
ness”! 


A Principle and Not a Rule 

No, it wasn’t that He was laying down 
a rule that men should emulate the 
clever but dishonest manipulation of 
fnuds and property which belong to 
someone else—as did the unjust steward. 
He was once again enunciating a prin- 
ciple—in contrast to laying down a rule. 
Here is a picture contrasting one who is 
living with half-hearted loyalties to 
direct him with another who is galvan- 
ized for action by a unique and empow- 
ering singleness of purpose. Jesus is 
really commending to us having a single- 
ness of purpose for living successfully 
the Christian life. Such a purpose will 
truly empower each of us. 


“The children of this world are in 
their generation wiser than the children 
of light.” This is why the wicked 
prosper. They are “worldly-wise!” How 
much Christians can learn from the 
world! Had this steward been cast in 
the mold of a St. Paul, the words of the 
Apostle could have fallen readily from 
his lips, “This one thing I do, laying 
aside every weight and the sin which 
doth so easily beset us, I press toward 
the mark for the prize of the high call- 
ing of God in Christ Jesus”. “I deter- 
mined to know nothing among you but 
Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.”—That 
is the truest and highest singleness of 
purpose. 


Each of us can’t be a St. Paul, and we 
wouldn’t want to be thought of as “un- 
just stewards,” but we can be directed 
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in our living by a singleness of purpose 
befitting Christian believers—if we will. 
“I am come that they might have life 
and that they might have it more abun- 
‘dantly, said the Master. “I am the 
Way, the Truth and the Life.’ And 
following in His footsteps, it was the 
Great Apostle who stated, “I live and 
yet no longer I, but Christ liveth in me.” 
That’s the task, the objective, the pur- 
pose towards which we must direct our- 
selves with singleness of mind and heart 
and soul. It is ours to be, as Luther 
reverently put it, “little Christs”—reveal- 
ing God and His will, His mercy and 
love and grace to mankind. 


Prosperity of the Wicked 

The wicked prosper, not because it is 
the will of God, but because in their 
wickedness they follow natural law, or- 
ganizing, concentrating, being wise in 
the ways of the world, having singleness 
of purpose, being completely possessed 
by Satan, allowing themselves to know 


nothing but materialism and the lusts of 
the flesh, placing confidence in the 
things of this world alone. Their pros- 
perity is a thing of the material world 
alone and is as fleeting as time. In the 
end, the wicked are punished rather than 
prospered, and their punishment consists 
in eternal separation from God Who can 
be trusted to uphold His laws. 


© QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 


1. Must one choose the good or the evil 
way of life, or may they both be travelled 
from time to time, by mixing good with evil? 


2. What is the danger of expecting, in 
return for loyalty to God, material prosperity? 
What can be expected? 


3. Why is it difficult to accept the view of 
the psalmists in explanation of the prosperity 
of the wicked? How would you explain it 
today? 

4. How might it have modified these 
writers’ solution of the problem if they had 
believed in rewards and punishments in a 
future life? 

5. If an age loses its faith in rewards and 
punishments after this life, how can it still 
maintain faith in God’s justice? And what 
arguments are left for the superiority of good- 
ness over wickedness? 


INSISTENT QUESTIONS: (4) HOW CAN | KNOW GOD'S WILL? 
| John 2:20-29 


By MRS. VIVIAN WICKEY OTTO, Bethesda, Maryland 


@ METHOD SUGGESTIONS 


This is a question which confronts every 
sincere Christian. Many young people wish to 
know God’s Will and are willing to be guided 
by it, but they do not know what God’s Will 
is for them. Have one of the young people 
present the topic material. The most stimu- 
lating part of the program will be for the 
members of the group to share with each 
other some of their own experiences in know- 
ing God’s will. Perhaps the discussion ques- 
tions will help the group think through the 
question of knowing God’s will for their indi- 
vidual lives. 2 


@ WORSHIP SERVICE 


Call to Worship: 
“Be still and know that I am God. 
I will be exalted in the earth.” 
Hymn: “O Word of God Incarnate” 
(PSH 117; CYH*-1388) 
Scriputre: I John 2:20-29 
Prayer: “For Grace To Do God’s Will” 
(Collect No. 38, PSH 29) 
Topic: “How Can I Know God’s Will?” 
Hymn: “O That The Lord Would Guide My 
Ways” (PSH 282) 
Offering 
Closing Service: Turn out the lights so that 
only the altar candles burn. Read the fol- 
lowing poem or another appropriate one 
with soft music being played as background. 


THE MAN THAT GOD MEANT 
ME TO BE 
By A. F. Tuer 
I care not what others may do or say 
Or what they may think of me; 
If I know in my heart that in every way 
I’m the man God meant me to be. 


Am I leaving my footprints clear-marked on 
life’s road, 

That others who follow may see? ; 

Am I helping a friend o’er the hill with 
his load, 

Like the man God meant me to. be? 
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Am I square in my dealings with the man 
who relies 

And depends for example on me? 

Am I facing life’s problems that daily arise 

Like the man that God meant me to be? 


O Father above, Thy guidance I need, 

And I offer my prayers to Thee. 

That with the help that Thou givest, I 
may be indeed, 

The man that You meant me to be. 


With soft music in the background, or per- 
fect silence—allow a few minutes for every 
Luther Leaguer to have personal meditation. 
The silence may be brought to a close by the 
group praying the Lord’s Prayer and benedic- 
tion together. 


* Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 
the United Lutheran Publishing House. 


CRTrERTOPIG 


The summer of 1947 a group of young 
people sailed on the North Sea from 
England to Sweden enroute to the Lu- 
theran World Federation Convention. 
On board ship they talked with a man 
who was a printer from Jakobstad, Fin- 
land. He related to them how he started 
a mission house with only fifty pounds. 
When it is completed, the mission will 
cost 60,000 pounds. The Finnish friend 
said: “I haven’t been faithful, but God 
has been faithful.” God, he thought, had 
called him to print the scriptures. “How 
do you know what God’s Will is for 
your life?” asked a member of the group. 


The reply which the gentleman, who 
is not a minister, gave the young peo- 
ple as they sat on their bunks talking 


with him informally is highly significant. 
He said Christian péople could’ know 
God’s Will by taking’ into consideration 
three things: (1) Bible study and pray- 
er; (2) personal talents, abilities and 
personality; and (3) outward circum- 
stances around us. 


Let us study these three suggestions 
together as we search to know what 
God’s Will is for each of us individually 
as we go forward seeking to live the 
truly Christian life. 


Bible Study and Prayer 
At a student conference a co-ed de- 
clared: “When I was baptized, I was 
disappointed because nothing unusual 
seemed to happen.” She cited the fact 
that Bible characters seem to have had 
closer access to God, and that God re- 
vealed. Himself more intimately, more 
clearly to them than He does to us. But 
another student spoke up and said that 
God and Christ speak to us today if we 
quiet ourselves in fervent prayer to hear 

His still, small, counseling voice. 


The Finnish friend on the North Sea 
said when you receive a letter from your 
parental father, you believe it because 
you know it was written by your father. 
And so he said, “I believe the Bible 
because God wrote it—it is His letter to 
me. 


So often people are heard saying: 
The Bible was written centuries ago. 
How can I get help from it in 1949? In- 
telligent Bible study will help us to know 
what God’s Will is for our lives. The 
Word must first be studied carefully so 
we may hear God’s message. Then we 
must apply His teachings to our own 
lives learned through that study. If the 
Bible is studied only to learn Jesus’ 
teachings and nothing is done about it, 
the study becomes purely theological. If 
we try to live Christianity without first 
knowing Christ’s teachings, our so-called 
Christianity will have no foundation on 


which to build. 


The Part Prayer Plays 

What about prayer? Christians must 
be taught how to pray. It is something 
that requires practice: The more one 
prays, the more he realizes its value and 
knows the results it brings. Jesus said: 
“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, 
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you: For every one that 
asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh 
findeth; and to him that knocketh it 
shall be opened.” (Matthew 7:7) 


Is it not through actual contact with 
a person that one really gets to know 
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that individual—what his likes and dis- 
likes are, what he would do in certain 
situations, what his philosophy of life is? 
God is a person. If we are to learn 
God’s Will, we must learn to know God 
personally and intimately. We must en- 
gage in personal conversation with Him 
frequently. Prayer is the way by which 
we talk with God. And we must become 
very familiar with His Word because it 
is by means of that that He speaks to us 
and counsels and guides us today. 


Personal Talents, Abilities and 
Personality 

Every individual has certain talents, 
abilities and a personality of his own. 
Whether we have one talent or ten 
talents, God expects us to use them to 
their fullest. We do not all have the 
same talents. St. Luke said. “To whom- 
soever much is given, of him shall much 
be required.” (Luke 12:48) When cer- 
tain issues arise, perhaps one of the 
questions which must be asked is: “Do 
I have the talents necessary to under- 
take this task? Will I be letting one of 
my talents go to waste if I pass up this 
opportunity—this opportunity of serving 
God with my talents?” 


What about one’s abilities? As Chris- 
tians, are we using them to their fullest? 
Often we hear a person who has just 
been offered a new job saying that he 
will definitely accept or reject the offer 
after having had time to know whether 
it is God’s will that he enter this new 
work. If one has the talents and abil- 
ities for this new work, and if one can 
continue to make his Christian influence 
felt as much as before, if not more, then 
perhaps it is God’s Will that he ought 
accept this job where he can do effec- 
tive work in serving Him. 


One’s personality must also be taken 
into consideration. Some people do more 
effective work by being a good follower 
rather than by striving to be leader. 
The person who enjoys people and gets 
along well with them and is able to 
lead them, should be willing to serve 
God by using these personality traits to 
the utmost. If he sits back complacent- 
ly and does nothing, he will be letting 
God down. God’s Will is for him to 
use what He has given him. 


Certainly God did give us certain abil- 
ities, talents and traits which would en- 
able us to serve Him—each man in his 
own way and to the best of His ability. 
When considering the question: “Is it 
God’s Will for me to do that?” think of 
your gifts from God as a person. 
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Outward Circumstances 

Often we do not have much control 
over the outward circumstances in our 
lives. Some people just seem to have 
all the breaks; others have one trouble 
after another. Some young people, be- 
cause of circumstances over which they 
have no control, cannot attend college. 
They feel their life is a failure. God has 
a plan for their lives along other lines. 
So often right at the time when some- 
thing happens, our lives seem dark and 
we cannot fully under stand. Our lives 
are a pattern. To make a beautiful de- 
sign some dark threads are needed along 
with the silver and gold threads. We 
can see only the underside. But God 
sees the upperside and the pattern we 
are Weaving. 

Sometimes we notice a person who 
walks into a nice position and later it 
seems as if an even better job just falls 
into his lap. Others seem to work and 
work and work and still get nowhere. 
But more often than not, for those who 
are truly trying to know God’s Will for 
their lives, God opens the way for them. 


Conclusion 

How am I to know God’s will for my 
lifeP We must completely surrender our 
lives to Him. We must develop a strong 
faith. We must be obedient to His Word 
and His Will. All of this is a gradual 
process. It does not come overnight. 
A sophomore at a student conference 
determined to give a full day to finding 
God in the beauty of Estes Park, Color- 
ado; he returned that evening, reported 
failure and gave up the search. That 
student spent three years seeking his 
Ph.D., but he had thought “to know 
God in a day.” 

Our Christian faith and life can be 
compared with our use of electricity. 
Few of us really understand electricity. 
Yet we don’t say—well, I won’t turn on 
the electric lights because I don’t under- 
stand how they work. No, we use elec- 
tricity—we turn on the lights and heaters. 
Then we find that the more we use elec- 
tricity in a variety of ways, and the more 
we read about it and study how it works, 
the better we understand electricity. 
And so, the same thing is true with our 
faith, The more we put our faith to 
work, the more we pray, the more we 
study God’s word, and the more we dis- 
cuss with others the Christian faith, the 
more meaningful our personal faith will 
become to us. As our faith deepens, 
God’s Will for each of our lives will 


become clearer. 


God does not approach each of us in 


the same way. Every individual’s life is 
different—different because of the com- 
munity in which he lives, the friends 
with whom he associates, the degree of 
educational, cultural, social and religious 
opportunities which he enjoys, the home 
life which surrounds him, and other such 
factors. God reveals a step at a time. 
Each one of us must decide for him- 
self what God’s Will is for his own life. 


“Many people think that first they 
must see and then they can serve, or 
that first they must know and then they 
can do. Jesus reverses the order. First, 
we are to serve and then we shall see. 
First, we are to do and then we shall 
know. It is not conviction first and ac- 
tion afterwards; it is the other way 
round; in action are the seeds and secret 
of conviction.” (Quoted from pp. 38, 4, 
“Current Religious Thought”, April 1948, 
article by Robert McCracken “How To 
Acquire a Religious Experience” ) 


® QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Name five persons who, you think, 
are faithful in doing God’s Will. What 
characteristics are common in the lives 
of these people? 


2. Can you recall an occasion when 
you believe you were especially directed 
or guided in doing God’s Will? 

3. Why do people disagree as to 
what God’s Will is? 


4. How did Jesus learn God’s Will? 

5. If God’s Will were done, what 
difference would it make in your per- 
sonal life? In your home? In your 
church? In your city? In your nation? 

6. Is it possible for a nation to do 
God’s Will? Explain your answer. 


@ POEM 


LET GOD’S SPIRIT SHINE 
THROUGH YOU 


By Leander M. Zimmerman 


If through our lives God’s Spirit shone 
Each would not call his wealth his own, 
In harmony all would agree 

And kinder all would try to be— 

Peace and good will would come to stay, 
And happy all would be each day. 


Then back to God, let each-one go— 

Our wish—His holy will to know, 

To His household each would belong 
And none .would dare another wrong— ‘* 
Adjustments fair to all we’d make, 

All willing both to give and take. 


Lord let Thy Spirit, through us shine 
Until we all with Thee combine, 

To bring about a world-wide good 
In one united brotherhood. 

Thy choicest gifts shall ever fall 


On those who seek the good of all. 


© GUIDANCE FROM THE WORD 


James 4:15. If£ we believe that God has a plan 
for our lives, then everyday—every hour—we 
must relate what we do with God’s Will. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Deus Vollens, which means God willing, are 
not idle words. They are the expression of 
the Christian’s determination to relate all his 
acts to God’s Will. 


John 7:17; Romans 2:12. Obedience to what 
we know of God’s Will is one way of learning 
more about God’s Will. So it is with baseball, 
basketball, football, the more we play the 
better we leam to play. So it seems to be a 
law operative in both the natural world and 
the spiritual world. St. Paul knew this and 
warned the Romans not to be conformed to the 
ways of this world but to be _ transformed. 
Then he adds one way by which we may be 
transformed, namely, by making new our minds, 
new ideas, new principles. Then we can 
prove what is God’s will. 


Psalm 143:10. Here David prays for God to 
teach him how to do His Will. That ought 
to be part of our daily prayer. But David 
says he wants to do God’s Will because “Thou 
art my God, Thy spirit is good.” Then David 
asks, “Lead me into the land of uprightness.” 
Here is keen spiritual insight: we can’t do 
God’s Will unless we are living upright lives. 


Ephesians 6:6. Too many persons think of 
pleasing their fellows rather than God. The 


Christian asks first whether God will be 
pleased. This is what St. Paul means by “doing 
the will of God from the heart.” Are we 
anxious to please men or God? 


Colossians 3:16. Here is another way to know 
God’s Will: by keeping the words of Christ 
fully in mind, and taking opportunity to teach 
others. One way of learning a subject is to 
try to teach others. We learn much about 
God’s Will by teaching others what we may 
know. 


Matthew 26:42. God knows that people leam 
by seeing the example of others. So in Christ 
we have a perfect example of Man accepting 
God’s Will. Christ always bowed to God’s 
Will, whatever the price might have been. 
Do we have that spirit? 


Psalm 40:8. By doing God’s Will continuously, 
we make a habit of it. Generally, habits are 
pleasing. By making a habit of doing God’s 
Will, it becomes a delight to do. David is 
merely telling of his experience. Have we 
formed a habit of doing God’s Will? If not, 
we are missing a happy, joyful experience. 
Let each one determine to do God’s Will 
continuously, and then we too can say, “I de- 
light to do Thy will, O my God.” 


A Calendar Party For January 


(Continued from Page 9) 


September. Spelling Match. Of course 
this month everyone thinks about going 
back to school, so a spelling match is 
just the thing, but this one is a little 
different. All words are spelled back- 
wards. In spelling words pupils must 
pronounce the consonants but for the 
vowels use these signs 

a—raise the right hand 

e—raise the left hand 

i—point to the eye 

o—point to the mouth 

u—point to another pupil 
An example using the word teacher: 

t 

left hand up 

right hand up 

c 

h 

left hand up 

r 

—but spell it backwards. 

October. Bad Omens. This is a good 
game when all minds are on the mys- 
teries of Hallowe’en. Each couple is pro- 
vided with pencil and paper, and given 
five minutes to write down as many bad 
omens as they can think of. Example: 

1. Don’t walk under a ladder—bad 
luck. 

* 9. Break a mirror and get seven 
years of bad luck. 

3. Do not open an umbrella in the 
house. 

4, It’s bad luck to sneeze before 
breakfast. 

5. If you eat the last biscuit, you'll 
be an old maid or bachelor. 


November.- Gobble! or Cranberry 
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Race. November and Thanksgiving go 
hand in hand so the games suggested 
concern turkey and cranberries, which- 
ever you prefer. After the guests are 
divided into small groups, each group 
chooses the name of an animal. The 
leader makes a speech; and whenever 
he raises his right hand, the groups all 
imitate their animal. When he raises his 
left hand, everybody is silent. When he 
raises both hands, everybody imitates a 
turkey gobbler. 


Play this Cranberry Race like a relay. 
Each person, in turn, carries four cran- 
berries on the back of his hand. If any 
one of them drops off, he must stop 
and replace it before continuing to run. 


December. Volunteer Gifts. December 
is gift time and this game fits in fine. 
Give each guest a card on which is 
written the following lines: 

My Prize possession is my .......... 

Ioladlyaciventatoseprtete cl. eusiiouds 

To use 


Refreshments 

Most any group would be ready for 
the refreshments after an evening, or 
really a year, of games. But so every- 
one really earns his feed, why not ask 
each guest to sing the chorus of a song 
before he is served? This may be as 
hard on the audience as it is on the per- 
former, but everyone will enjoy it. Any 
food will be satisfactory, but hot dogs 
and hot chocolate might be most en- 
joyable. The gang should all go home 
feeling that the Calendar Party was lots 
of fun. 


Spiritual 
Coercion 
Justified 


Says Roman Catholic Weekly 


A discussion of whether compulsion 
in religious matters is at all compatible 
with Christianity has been carried on in 
recent weeks in Copenhagen, Denmark, 
between the Evangelical Lutheran 
“Kristeligt Dagblad” and the Roman 
Catholic “Catholic Weekly.” 

The question was raised by the Luth- 
eran periodical in regard to the fate of 
Evangelical Christians in Spain. After 
giving the answer as No, the “Kristeligt 
Dagblad” appealed to Roman Catholics 
in Denmark, who enjoy freedom of wor- 
ship although they constitute only .2 
per cent of the population, to bring their 
influence to bear on their brethren-in- 
the-faith to give Spanish Protestants the 
same privileges as Danish Roman Cath- 
olics have. 

“Catholic Weekly” in its reply re- 
ferred to the fact that a Catholic does 
not interpret tolerance in the same way 
as a Protestant but that he is firmly con- 
vinced he possesses the truth and does 
not see anything really evil in spiritual 
coercion if it leads others to the truth. 


Bible Cross-Word 


Puzzle Solution 


(See Page 8) 
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Thirty-one 


The Swap Shop 


(Continued from Page 10) 
be set up at district conventions or banquets, thereby 
adding to the Mission’s income itself. Isn’t that a wonder- 
ful program? If you find your League—or Leagues—in a 
similar spot, contact the Luther League of America for 
project suggestions. Let there be no end to the Luther 
League Advance! 


NEW PLAN 


Book-of-The-Month 
Club 


Selections for January 
1949 


Young People 


“LET'S ACT—NOW!”” 
by Richard Terrill Baker 


50 Cents 


This book is a blueprint for a world-wide advance program 
for the Church. It gives varied projects such as technical serv- 
ices, agricultural institutes, hospitals, and literacy classes. It 
tells how the lives of individuals and entire communities have 
been changed by Christianity. It gives an inspired picture of 
a marching church. 


Friendship Press 


For Seniors 


“BARABBAS” 


by Emery Bekessy 
Prentice-Hall $2.75 
The Gospels have little to say about the reasons why the 
crowd should choose him in preference to Jesus of Nazareth 


as the two of them stood on the courthouse steps at the mercy 
of Pilate. 


The author has created a powerful, stirring novel out of the 
tremendous drama of the Crucifixion and this robber character, 
Barabbas. 


For Intermediates 


“MEN CALLED HIM MASTER” 
by Elwyn Allen Smith 
Westminster Press, 1948, 182 pages $2.00 


Have you ever wanted to read the story of Jesus in the 
language of today? Here is your opportunity to follow our 
Lord through all of His experiences from the beginning of 
His teaching years to His final appearance on earth. This is 
a book any young Christian will want to read. 


Thirty-two 


The Hound of Death 


(Continued from Page 5) 
His throbbing ankle brought him to consciousness as the 
faint glow of morning began to light the east. Cold 
morning winds blowing across the swamp bit through 
his damp clothes and into his very soul. 

He opened his eyes slowly and started with an un- 
known horror, for he felt unseen eyes watching his every 
movement. His terrified yell echoed through the empty 
swamp. Among the roots of his temporary haven coiled 
an enormous water moccasin. Trying to stand, but unable 
to flee, in wild desperation he realized the futility of his 
hope for escape. With his good leg he kicked at the snake. 
Its fangs sank deeply into the calf of his leg, and un- 
consciousness flooded slowly over him. The howl of a 
hound dog was again heard within the swamp. Soon all 
was at peace. Day had come, and the hound of death 
slunk silently away. 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Presents fregularly the All- 
Lutheran topics series aug- 
mented for our use. 


Especially suited to the interest 
of high schoolers. 


Price 75 cents 


Order from 


Luther League of America 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


“A Good College for Young Men and Women” 


Owned and controlled by the South Caro- 
lina, Georgia-Alabama and Florida Synods 


Academically Accredited Educationally Efficient 
Spiritually Sound 


For catalogue write: JAMES C. KINARD, President 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


A Century of Faith 
Devoted to Education 


has brought to Wittenberg nationwide recognition as a - 
strong liberal arts college. True to its Christian heritage, 
Wittenberg develops the well-rounded student—intellect- 
ually, spiritually, physically, socially. 


Write for the Catalog and View Book 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 


Founded in 1845 Springfield, Ohio 


WATERLOO COLLEGE 


Affiliated with the University of Western Ontario 
WATERLOO, ONTARIO 


The only Senior Arts College of the Lutheran Church in Canada. 
Co-educational courses leading to the B.A. Degree. 

Men’s and Women’s Residences on the Campus. 

Moderate Tuition Fees and Cost of Living. 


For further information apply to: 


H. T. Leumann, B.A., Tu.D., President 


Christian Training Grounds 
THE HOME—THE CHURCH—THE SCHOOL 


Gettysburg College 


Oldest Lutheran College in America 
Coeducational 


Fully Accredited 


A Liberal Arts College Dedicated to the Building 
of Christian Character 


For Additional Information Consult 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 


Founded 1842 


a a 


SUSQUEHANNA UNIVERSITY 


(Co-educational ) SELINSGROVE, PA. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 


An Accredited College Stressing 
Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 
A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 
High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S., and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write Russell Galt, Ph.D., Dean 


Kees |: College: 


Co-Educational 
SALEM, VIRGINIA 


Four-year accredited college of the Lutheran Synod of 
Virginia. 
A.B. and B.S. degrees in the liberal arts and sciences. 


Pre-professional offerings in the major fields. Business 
Administration. 


' New admissions in February, June, and September. 
CHAS. J. SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President 


Dean Herbert G. Gebert 


@® Only Lutheran 


® Written by those who know 


@® Specially edited for their use. 


62nd Year 


THIEL COLLEGE 


GREENVILLE, PA. 


ee. A Christian College 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences 


Co-educational Fully Accredited 


For intormation write to 
President William F. Zimmerman 
An Institution of the Pittsburgh Synod 


Intermediate 
topics series in U. S. A. 


early teen-agers. 


Price 75 cents 


Order from 


Luther League of America 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


MIDLAND COLLEGE 


FREMONT, NEBRASKA 


LUTHER €) LEAGUE 


NAPKINS 


to be used for entertaining, suppers, weddings, picnics, fellowship hours and 
receptions. Luther League Emblem in one corner of folded napkin as described 


and priced below. 


NUMBER il WHITE EMBOSSED DESIGN NAPKIN, size 13%” x 13%’, 
straight edges, folded in quarter size, Emblem printed in 
plain blue ink. 


NUMBER 2 LUNCHEON NAPKIN, size 13” x 18” with scalloped 
edges, folded in quarter size, Emblem hot-stamped in 
brilliant gold on any of the following colors of plain crepe 
material: White, pink, yellow, light blue or light green (can 
be ordered all of one color or in assorted colors). 


Per 50s. hee $1.60 
Per4100; 40-5 eee $2.45 


NUMBER 3 TEA NAPKIN, size 9” x 9” with scalloped edges, same 


colors and gold stamping as described in Number 2 Lun- 
cheon Napkins. 


Per’ 50% sa eee $1.50 
Per 100 


Prices are postpaid. Remittance in full 
should accompany the order. 


SPECIAL MONOGRAMS hot-stamped in gold on special order can be 


supplied. Prices quoted on receipt of information as to copy and style 


desired. Can be used for gift purposes, special anniversaries, etc. 
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